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Edgy Comedy 
Comes To Lab 
Theater In June

Keeping with the tradition of bringing 
fresh and edgy theater to the area, 
The Laboratory Theater of Florida 

will showcase the Southwest Florida 
premiere of Matthew Lopez’s The Legend 
of Georgia McBride from June 7 to 30.

If you loved Whatever Happened to 
Baby Jane: A Parody of the Horror and 
Hush Up Sweet Charlotte, you aren’t 
going to want to miss The Legend of 
Georgia McBride, which involves a young 
Elvis impersonator barely eking out a 
living and finding out his wife is pregnant. 
To make matters even more challenging, 
he gets fired from the run-down Florida 
bar where he’s been working but, in 
true storybook fashion, one night, he is 
transformed by some unlikely new friends 
and then rehired as a lip-synching drag 
queen.

The cast includes Steven Michael 
Kennedy as Casey, Imani Lee Williams as 
Jo, Clayton W. Brown as Miss Tracy Mills, 
TJ Albertson as Rexy/Jason and Keith 

Gahagan as Eddie.
The Legend of Georgia McBride is 

a show-stopping, hilariously outrageous 
comedy about discovering your true voice, 
replete with music and sparkly costumes 
galore.

Director Brett Marston said, “ When 

young Casey loses his job as an Elvis 
impersonator, life hands him a rare and 
unique performance opportunity when 
a drunken drag queen collapses before 
her show. Forced with the reality that 
the show must go on, Casey is quickly 
coached by seasoned drag performer 

Miss Tracy Mills to zip it and tuck it… 
‘you are woman now... put on that dress!’ 
What ensues is an exotic, erotic, chaotic, 
hypnotic and melodic drag spectacular 
filled with tons of glitz and glamour. 
The Legend of Georgia McBride is a 
delightful and dazzling show filled with 
humor, warmth and love. It’s a story 
about how we discover who we truly are 
and the struggles that often occur as we 
navigate that journey.”

Lab Artistic Director Annette 
Trossbach said, “It’s a showstopper 
with heart, sass and sequins. Delightful, 
modern characters in a fairytale situation 
plus all the glamour, cattiness and deep 
friendship of showbiz.”

The Legend of Georgia McBride is 
supported by Downtown House of Pizza.

The show runs through June 30 at the 
Laboratory Theater of Florida, including 
a special event on June 8 involving a 
teens meet-and-greet session with the cast 
over pizza and a free ticket to the show. 
Reservations required.

The Laboratory Theater of 
Florida is located at 1634 Woodford 
Avenue in downtown Fort Myers. 
Tickets are available online at www.
brownpapertickets.com or by calling the 
box office at 218-0481.

Cast members in The Legend of Georgia McBride� photo provided       

Meet The Artists 
At ACT Gallery

Arts for ACT Gallery will host an 
opening reception and meet-the-
artists session during Art Walk 

on Friday, June 7 from 6 to 10 p.m. 
Emerging artist Shannon Holland will be 
featured in the main gallery, and Sam 
Frazer will exhibit in the White Gallery.

Holland’s field of study 
is contemporary expressive 

representational art. She is an avid 
philanthropist using art for social 
awareness and self-expression. Her style 
amplifies both the beauty of the work 
itself and the message represented. 
Themes of transparency, women’s 
rights, sexuality, and social and political 
issues that affect a number of individuals 
in society are brought to light through 
her work. Holland interacts with a 
multitude of degrees of life, drawing 
inspiration from all, by portraying 
struggles through her art in an attempt 
to change anxiety and fear into 

continued on page 18

Death March by Sam Frazer

Work by Shannon Holland� images provided

Free Admission 
For Veterans On 
Memorial Day

To honor the men and women 
who have served our country, 
Edison and Ford Winter Estates 

will offer free admission to United States 
veterans on Memorial Day, May 27. 
Free admission includes a self-guided 
audio tour of the historic winter homes 

of Thomas Edison and Henry Ford, 20 
acres of botanic gardens, the National 
Historic Chemical Landmark laboratory 
and a 15,000-square-foot inventions 
museum. 

Veterans will also receive a 10 
percent discount on retail items 
purchased in the Museum Store, Ford 
Cottage Shoppe, Garden Shoppe and 
Edison Ford Shoppe at Bell Tower 
Shops. To receive free admission or a 
retail discount, veterans must present a 

continued on page 24

The historic winter homes of Thomas Edison and Henry Ford are decorated with bunting for 
Memorial Day� photo provided       
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Historic Downtown Fort Myers, Then And Now: 

Another Collier Project Takes Shape
by Gerri Reaves, PhD

Pictured here in spring 1925 is the business and 
transportation hub built by Barron G. Collier on the 
southeast corner of First and Jackson. 

The Mediterranean Revivalist style building was intended 
primarily as the home of Collier’s Tamiami Trail Tours, a bus 
line servicing both Lee and the new county named for Collier 
the previous year. 

In February, the arches were already going up and the 
concrete floor poured. Only days later, the hanging awnings 
were placed along First Street. 

By mid-March, the plasterers were at work on the interior 
and exterior, and within several weeks, windows and doors were installed. 

On May 1, the Manhattan Mercantile Corporation became the first business 
to move into the new building. It opened the following week, selling a variety of 
mechanical products, from engines to home lighting plants. 

Attorneys, real estate offices, the Florida Railroad & Navigation Company and 
other development-focused firms followed.  

A notable businesses that would eventually locate there was the popular Garden 
Spot Restaurant. 

September brought the installation of attractive signage on Jackson, including a 
gold-lettered one for Tamiami Trail Tours. 

Late that month, buses began departing daily from the new terminal, heading 
for Estero, Marco and Everglades, with stops along the way. The bus line operated 
along the Jackson Street side, where buses pulling up to the arched breezeway. 

But the Collier Building, or Tamiami Trail Tours Building, as it was also known, 
was but one of many of Collier’s ventures in Fort Myers, indeed, in Southwest 
Florida, during the early 20th century. 

It’s curious that despite his major 
role in the town’s development, Collier 
doesn’t get equal attention with 
legendary figures in local history, such 
as Harvie E. Heitman, William B. “Wild 
Bill” Towles, or Peter Tonnelier, just to 
name three. 

Perhaps that’s because Collier didn’t 
live and socialize in Fort Myers. As a 
result, he’s more of an abstract force 
rather than a distinct personality woven 
into local lore, achievements, conflicts, 
politics and scandals. 

However, there’s no doubt that he 
was a virtual one-man whirlwind of 
development and enterprise.

In the early 20th century, he had 
become the biggest land owner in the 
state and still held that title when he died 
in 1939. He also owned Useppa Island, 
90 percent of Marco Island,and most of 
Collier County. 

Concurrent to constructing the 
building in the historic photo, he 
was building the headquarters of the 
Inter-County Telephone & Telegraph 
Company on Jackson on the south 
side of the bus terminal. In 1924, he 
had bought the Lee County Telephone 
Company, as well as four others, to form that new telephone company. 

His influence in local transportation and communications was significant. So 
extensive were his business operations that it might be said that he competed with 
himself, investing in steamships, bus lines and modern roads. 

continued on page 13

The former Collier Building site is slated for mid-rise redevelopment. The Franklin Arms 
(background) is now the Franklin Arms Court Condominiums. � photo by Gerri Reaves

Barron G. Collier (portrait undated) was the 
biggest land owner in Florida for much of 
the early 20th century. His business ventures 
had a profound effect on the development 
of Fort Myers.
� photo courtesy Florida State Archives

The Collier Building at First and Jackson was built in 1925. It housed Barron G. Collier’s 
regional bus line, as well as businesses and offices. The Franklin Arms Hotel towers in the 
background. Note the low domed stop sign in the intersection (lower center). 
� photo courtesy SWFL Historical Society
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A Devouring 
Musical At 
Broadway Palm
by Di Saggau

Little Shop of Horrors, a sci-fi 
comedy rock musical that offers 
two hours of ferocious fun, is now 

playing at Broadway Palm. Take one 
nerdy assistant working in a failing skid 
row flower shop, who is in love with a 
shy clerk stuck with a horrible boyfriend, 
then add one deadly Venus flytrap-type 
plant and you have quite a scenario. 
Seymour (Richie Dupkin) found the plant 
seedling and named it Audrey II, after his 
love and co-worker Audrey (Erica Clare). 
When he places it in the window of the 
shop, it catches the attention of passersby 
and business picks up. This delights the 
amusing Mr. Mushnik (Rob Summers), 
owner of the shop. There’s just one 
problem, Audrey II feeds on fresh blood. 
The more it gets, the bigger it grows and 
it gets mighty big.

Victor Legarreta plays several roles 
and nails them all, especially that of Orin 
Scrivello, DDS, the demented boyfriend 
of Audrey. His Elvis-type portrayal of 
the dentist everyone dreads is great fun 

to watch. A female trio consisting of 
Cantrella Canady, Tempestt Perrin and 
Victoria Morris, with their stellar voices, 
do a super job of creating backup for the 
many songs, including Feed Me, Skid 
Row and Suppertime. They are on stage 
a lot in a wide assortment of gorgeous 

gowns and other attire.
Then there is the glorious duet 

Suddenly, Seymour with the lovable 
loser Seymour crooning to his smitten 
Audrey. She joins him in song and 
it’s one of the best numbers in the 
show. I also loved Audrey’s rendition 

of Somewhere That’s Green. Both are 
assured singers and well cast in their 
roles.

Dupkin is the understudy for Seymour. 
Will Callahan, who was supposed to be 
the lead, was injured in an accident and is 
expected to be back on stage by the time 
this review is printed. During the interim, 
Dupkin deserves high praise for his 
portrayal of the lovestruck Seymour.

The musical score melds rock, pop, 
doo-wop, Motown and Broadway, and 
it hasn’t aged a day since it opened in 
1982. The music is infectious, funny 
and poignant. Credit also goes to Jayar 
Garcia, puppeteer of Audrey II, and to 
Justiin Marriel Boyd, the deep rich voice 
of the carnivorous shrub.

Little Shop of Horrors is directed and 
choreographed by Amy Marie McCleary. 
The show’s finale is frighteningly 
funny, as cuttings are taken of Audrey 
II to spread around the world. All the 
characters who have been consumed by 
Audrey II come back, and it’s quite a sight 
to behold. Little Shop of Horrors is a 
performance to treasure. It plays through 
June 15 at Broadway Palm, Southwest 
Florida’s premier dinner theater. Tickets 
can be reserved by calling 278-4422,  
visiting www.broadwaypalm.com or in 
person at 1380 Colonial Boulevard in 
Fort Myers.

Audrey and Seymour with the infamous Audrey II� photo provided       

Window Treatments . Furniture . Flooring . Lighting . Accessories . Closets

Providing Custom Interiors to  Sanibel & Captiva for 29 years 

Complimentary In-Home Consultation

695 Tarpon Bay Rd. Sanibel, FL 33957
coin.decoratingden.com 

239.472.6551  

Free Admission 
For Active-Duty 
Military At IMAG

The IMAG History & Science 
Center recently announced it 
will join museums nationwide in 

participating in the 10th summer of Blue 
Star Museums, a program which provides 
free admission to our nation’s active-duty 
military personnel and their families this 
summer. A list of museums is available 
online at www.arts.gov/bluestarmuseums.

Blue Star Museums is an initiative of 
the National Endowment for the Arts in 
collaboration with Blue Star Families, the 
Department of Defense and more than 
2,000 museums nationwide. First Lady 
and Second Lady of the United States, 
Melania Trump and Karen Pence, are 
honorary co-chairs of Blue Star Museums 
2019.

“The National Endowment for the Arts 
is proud to celebrate the 10th summer of 
collaborating with Blue Star Families, the 
Department of Defense, and especially all 
the museums and attractions across our 
nation making this program possible,” 
said Mary Anne Carter, acting chairman 
of the National Endowment for the Arts. 
“Organizations such as the IMAG History 
& Science Center are providing wonderful 
opportunities for military families to 
share a memorable experience together 
this summer.” This year’s participating 
organizations include fine art, science, 
history and children’s museums, as well as 
zoos, aquariums, gardens, and more.

“The Defense Department congratulates 
Blue Star Families and the National 
Endowment for the Arts on reaching its 10 
years of service to the military community 
though Blue Star Museums,” said A.T. 
Johnston, deputy assistant secretary of 
defense for military community and family 

policy. “We offer our sincere gratitude to 
the more than 2,000 museums across the 
country who open their doors through 
this wonderful program. Your patriotism 
and generosity have enriched the lives and 
experiences of our military families.”

The 2019 Blue Star Museums program 
began on Saturday, May 18 and will 
end on Monday, September 2. The free 
admission program is available for those 
currently serving in the United States 
Military including the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard as 
well as members of the Reserves, National 
Guard, U.S. Public Health Commissioned 
Corps, NOAA Commissioned Corps, 
and up to five family members. “We are 
honored and proud to be part of the 
Blue Star Museums initiative for 2019 
offering free admission to the IMAG for 
our nation’s active-duty military personnel 
and their families,” said Matthew Johnson, 
executive director of the IMAG History & 
Science Center.

Audubon  
Annual Meeting

Audubon of Southwest Florida will 
hold its annual meeting at the 
Collaboratory on Saturday, June 

1. A free spaghetti dinner will be served 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. The program, 
titled South Florida Water Management 
District Projects & Florida Legislative 
Update, will begin at 7 p.m. Guest 
speaker will be Phil Flood.

Bring a dish to share for the dessert 
table. Both the dinner and program are 
open to the public and presented free of 
charge. 

The Collaboratory is located at 2031 
Jackson Street in Fort Myers. For more 
information or to RSVP for dinner, email 
audubon.southwest.florida@gmail.com.
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Spotters Needed 
For Butterfly 
Count At Estates

Edison and Ford Winter Estates will 
participate in the North American 
Butterfly Association’s (NABA) 

44th annual butterfly count on Monday, 
June 10 from 10 a.m. to noon,. Results 

of the count help researchers monitor 
butterfly population trends throughout 
the United States, Canada and Mexico.

Teams of butterfly spotters will count 
butterflies at locations in Fort Myers 
and Cape Coral, including Edison Ford, 
Lakes Regional Park, Powell Creek 
Preserve and Rotary Park. Volunteers 
are needed in all locations. Experience 
is helpful, but not required, as groups 
will include both beginners and 
seasoned butterfly enthusiasts. Those 

with less experience can help record 
data or take photos.

Last year, 41 volunteers counted 
a total of 531 butterflies at the four 
locations. Approximately 23 different 
species were observed. Each volunteer 
group counted for 90 to 120 minutes. 
During the 2017 count, 134 butterflies 
and 19 different species were recorded 
at three locations.

Butterfly spotters should be prepared 
to walk outside for at least two hours in 

hot, humid weather. To participate in 
the count, all volunteers must register 
with Britta at bsoderq@edisonford.org 
before June 7.

For anyone wishing to create their 
own butterfly garden, a NABA certified 
butterfly demonstration garden is 
viewable in the Garden Shoppe and 
both nectar and host plants are available 
for purchase. Horticulturists are on site 
daily to answer questions about plant 
selection and maintenance.

Participants documenting butterflies at Edison and Ford Winter Estates during last year’s 
butterfly count� photo provided       

Library System 
To Host Summer 
Reading Program

The Lee County Library System’s 
annual summer reading program, 
A Universe of Stories, runs from 

Tuesday, May 28 through August 10. 
The program celebrates the joy of 
reading through weekly events and 
branch activities designed to spark 
curiosity and engage library users of all 
ages. 

More than 15,000 children 
participated in the program last 
year, and all children and teens who 
participate may choose a free book to 
take home and keep. Children and teens 
in grades kindergarten through 12th 
grade are encouraged to visit the library 
each week and enter a weekly giveaway. 
Additionally, all branches will offer 
early literacy activities for children from 
birth to preschool, aimed at preparing 
the youngest patrons for a lifetime of 
learning. Adults are invited to get in 
on the fun as well. Beyond the special 
events happening in the branches, 
an Intergalactic Multi-task Challenge 
provides adults with opportunities to win 
prizes while exploring library resources. 

Hundreds of programs and special 
events are planned at the branches, 
many focusing on the theme of space 
and technology. All programs are free 
to the public, but may require advanced 
registration, due to limited space. A 
few of the programs planned include 
black light bingo parties, virtual reality 
and robotics programs, paper airplane 
design challenges, pop-culture interactive 
movies, escape rooms, magic shows, 
storytelling and more.

Summer reading kickoff parties are 
also planned at various branches, such 
as the East County Regional Library 
from noon to 3 p.m. Wednesday, May 
29, and Cape Coral Lee County Public 
Library from 1 to 3 p.m. Monday, June 
3.

The East County Regional Library 
special celebration event will include 
an afternoon filled with fun, games, 
community organizations and a variety 
of food trucks. Children and teens will 
receive a free book as part of the annual 
Summer Reading Program. Participation 
in the Summer Reading Program helps 
prevent the summer slide, which can set 
children back several months in learning. 
East County Regional Library is located 
at 881 Gunnery Road North in Lehigh 
Acres.

In addition to the activities in the 
branches, the Summer Reading Program 
will include an online component for 

logging books read throughout the 
summer. Readers are encouraged to 
use the Reader Zone app to create 
free reader accounts for a chance to 
win prizes for all ages, when using the 
reading code “lcls2019summer.” Babies 
and preschool children can win an early 
literacy prize basket, while older kids 
will have the chance to win a dinner 
cruise aboard the Little Toot tugboat. 
Teens will win a variety of tickets to area 
attractions of interest, and adult readers 
have the opportunity to win a Kindle 
Paperwhite.

The library is able to extend the reach 
of its 2019 program through generous 
donations from Friends of the Library 
groups, the Potash Foundation and 
participating sponsors.

For more information about the 
Summer Reading Program or to register 
for weekly events, call Telephone 
Reference at 479-4636, stop by any 
library branch, or visit www.leelibrary.
net/summer.

Call To Artists For 
An Open Juried 
Exhibit Downtown

Arts for ACT Gallery is in need of 
professional and emerging artists 
for an open-themed group exhibit 

that will open on July 5. This year’s 
themes are Canto and/or Mirrors and 
Reflections.

The artist entry fee is $10 for 
one piece, $15 for two pieces and 
$20 for three pieces. Entry fees are 
non-refundable, and the judge is to be 
announced.

Cash prizes for first place is $100, 
second place $75, third place $50 and 
honorable mention is $25.

Artists can drop off their artworks 
from Thursday, June 27 through 
Monday, July 1 between 11 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Art that is rejected must be picked 
up on Wednesday, July 3 between 11 
a.m. and 4 p.m.

The opening exhibit for the group 
exhibit will be held on July 5 from 6 to 
10 p.m.

Regarding art sales, a 40-percent 
commission will be retained by Arts for 
ACT Gallery with proceeds benefitting 
the ACT Shelter.

Artists must pick up unsold art on 
Monday, July 29 from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

Arts for ACT Gallery is located at 
2265 First Street in downtown Fort 
Myers. For more information, contact 
Claudia at cgoode@actabuse.com or 
337-5050.

REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST
SW Florida, Fort Myers Beach, Sanibel  

& Captiva Islands is All About Home
Cathie Lewis, Realtor

Phone: 239-745-7367
Cathie@AllAboutHome.Life

Pfeifer Realty Group

Thank you
to all who

served for our
freedom!
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15051 PUNTA RASSA RD. #WS02, FT. MYERS
• Wet Slip 50’ x 20’
$425,000  MLS 217030648
McMurray & Nette 239.281.4435

  SANIBEL HARBOUR YACHT CLUB

17910 EGLANTINE LN., FT. MYERS BEACH
• Close to Beach
$599,000  MLS 218073804
Paula Towell 239.410.6888

 BAYSIDE ESTATES

1218 ARCOLA DR., FT. MYERS
• Reduced by $40K for Quick Sale!
$218,000  MLS 218046039
Lori Jackson 239.633.4199

 BRANDYWINE

11701 OLIVETTI LN. #409, FT. MYERS
• Near Sanibel Beaches
$207,050  MLS 218041202
Ross Winchel, Koffman Group 239.898.1214

 MAJESTIC PALMS

14726 CALUSA PALMS DR. #101, FT. MYERS
• Gated, Spacious & Well Lit
$199,900  MLS 218082681
Troy De Mond 239.822.0332

 CALUSA PALMS

15784 CALOOSA CREEK CIR., FT. MYERS
• 3 BR, 3 BA, 2,300+ S.F., Pool
$575,000  MLS 219027363
Mark Hasson & Tina Tusack 954.696.1524

 CALOOSA CREEK

6012 KENNETH RD., FT. MYERS
• Between McGregor & the River
$249,900  MLS 218067356
Cindy Roberts 239.565.9756

 TWIN PALM ESTATES

880 DEAN WAY, FT. MYERS
• 3 BR, 2 Full BA, 2 CG, 1,900 S.F.
$249,000  MLS 218079878
Tina Tusack & Anita Mercer 239.634.3810

 WHISKEY CREEK ESTATES

16881 WINDCREST DR., FT. MYERS
• 3 Miles to Sanibel Beach
$154,900  MLS 219032225
Erice McKenzie, Koffman Group 239.898.9069

 COTTAGE POINT

13577 BRYNWOOD LN., FT. MYERS
• Nice Vacant Lot, Gated
$579,000  MLS 216073664
McMurray & Nette 239.850.7888

 BRYNWOOD

15051 PUNTA RASSA RD. #437, FT. MYERS
• 15’ x 13.9’ x 45’, 5-Star Marina
$149,000  MLS 219023665
McMurray & Nette 239.281.4435

  SANIBEL HARBOUR YACHT CLUB

BOAT SLIP #A21, FT. MYERS
• 78’ New Floating Dock
$199,000  MLS 218052094
McMurray & Nette 239.281.4435

 ST. CHARLES HARBOUR

13856 RIVER FOREST DR., FT. MYERS
• Riverfront, Pool, Large Dock
$449,000  MLS 218056441
Bradford Bateman 239.273.8842

 RIVER FOREST

  OLD WHISKEY CREEK

6940 OLD WHISKEY CREEK DR., FT. MYERS
• Amazing Canal & Riverfront Views
$850,000  MLS 218070992
McMurray & Nette 239.850.7888

 GULF HARBOUR YACHT & CC

14580 OCEAN BLUFF DR., FT. MYERS
• Updated 4 BR + Office, Pool/Spa
$969,000  MLS 218085182
Patti Testa 239.770.5445

11620 COURT OF PALMS #204, FT. MYERS
• 3rd Floor River Views
$518,900  MLS 218076182
Patti Testa 239.770.5445

 GULF HARBOUR YACHT & CC

OPEN 5/26 10:00AM - 1:30PM

OPEN 5/24 & 5/25 9-12PM & 5/26 1-4PM

OPEN 5/26 1:00PM - 3:00PM OPEN TUE. - SUN. 1:00PM - 4:00PM

NEW LISTING

NEW PRICE

RoyalShellRealEstate.com • 239.216.9021 • RoyalShell.com

Florida Locations: Bonita Springs/Estero, Cape Coral, Captiva Island,
Fort Myers, Naples/Marco Island, Ocala and Sanibel Island

North Carolina Locations: Cashiers, Highlands and
Sapphire Valley/Lake Toxaway
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239.822.9226 • sdf@DanceSuzannes.com • www.DanceSuzannes.com 
Royal Palm Square, 1400 Colonial Blvd. #27, Fort Myers

DANCE FITNESS
Cool moves, cool music, total body, 
low impact. Dance fitness, group 
exercise, contemporary movement, 
step aerobics, body sculpting.

DANCE PARTY  
2nd Saturday of  

the month! Ballroom, 
Latin, Swing. 6 p.m. 
lesson followed by 

open dancing.

SOCIAL DANCING
Foxtrot, waltz, rumba, cha-cha, tango, 
swing, and more! Private lessons, and 
beginner, intermediate, and advanced 
group lessons. No partner needed. 

Boutique-style 
group exercise 

and dance studio. 
Unique classes, 

friendly and inviting 
atmosphere.

Fitness with Flair @ Royal Palm Square

Battle On The 
Blueway Returns 

The 5th annual Battle on the 
Blueway, with competitive events 
for standup paddleboarders (SUPs) 

as well as kayaks, outrigger canoes and 
surf skis, will be held at Crescent Beach 
Family Park on Saturday, June 8 at 9 
a.m.

The battle will include 7-mile and 
2-mile races and a Special Olympics 
Unified Fun Race. More than 100 
paddlers from around Florida and the 
Southeast attended the 2018 race. 

The fundraiser for the Special 
Olympics Florida - Lee County SUP 
Team is free for spectators, who can see 
the races from the beach or the pier at 
Lynn Hall Park. This year, Battle on the 
Blueway organizers hope to attract even 
more local participants and spectators.  

All paddlecraft are welcome. There 
will be a demonstration and vendor area 
for those who wish to try out a variety 
of paddlecraft, including the giant Body 
Glove inflatable iSUP. 

Pre-registration is required for 
racers at www.paddleguru.com/races/
BattleontheBlueway2019. There will not 

be an opportunity to register the day of 
the event. Race entries are $45 to $55. 

Crescent Beach Family Park is located 
at 1100 Estero Boulevard on Fort Myers 
Beach. For event information, call Lee 
County Parks & Recreation’s Mike 
Hammond at 707-7981 or 533-7275.

Yoga On The 
Beach Saturdays

Local instructor Becky Lang will hold 
Yoga on the Beach sessions every 
Saturday morning in the month of 

June just north of the pier in front of the 
Edison Beach House. Classes will run 
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 

Classes are a Level 1 yoga flow 
suitable for most people. Beginners are 
welcome. No pre-registration required, 
just bring a yoga mat or beach towel, 
sunscreen and water. Hourly parking is 
available nearby in the Times Square 
area.

Cost is a suggested class fee is $10.
For more information, contact Becky 

Lang at 791-6538 or beckylang@
comcast.net. For more information, visit 
www.beckylang.com.

Fort Myers Art: 

Art Billboards 
Going Up Around 
Southwest Florida

by Tom Hall

Two billboards 
are up and 
running. 

More are slated 
to follow. It’s part 
of the Alliance for 
the Arts’ Art Lives 
Here initiative 
that’s turning digital 
billboards into public 
art sites.

The goal is to “bring art to your daily 
commute or when you are running 
errands,” said Alliance Communications 
Manager Desiree Demolina during a 
recent interview. “You don’t have to go 
to a gallery to enjoy these things or to be 
inspired. Art is everywhere.”

The Alliance is not alone in converting 
advertising billboard space into museums 
without walls. For example, New York 
artists Hank Willis Thomas and Eric 
Gottesman have been mounting billboard 
art projects across the United States 
for more than three years. Last year 
alone, they appropriated billboards in 
all 50 states that would have otherwise 
been used for political advertising in 
connection with the mid-term elections 
in order to put artists in the center of 
public discourse. “People don’t just make 

paintings, music or movies,” Gottesman 
pointed out. “They shape the systems of 
the society we live in.”

In Los Angeles, The Billboard Creative 
is turning the city into an open-air gallery, 
showcasing art on billboards at major 
junctions across the urban landscape, 
including Sunset and Vine, Beverly and 
Laurel, and Hollywood and Western.

“We convert billboards into large-
scale renditions by a mix of emerging 
and established artists, among them 
well-known names such as Ed Ruscha 

and Jack Pierson, and new faces such 
as Shannon Rose and Dai Ito,” stated 
the non-profit on its website. “The 
injection of artistic speech into the urban 
environment offers an occasion for 
commuters to pause and contemplate. 
We are invited to reflect, while the 
artists are encouraged to think critically, 
re-conceptualizing and testing their ideas 
within the public media space. The 
Billboard Creative facilitates a cultural 
exchange, lifting our collective spirit, 
connecting artists with those who will 
appreciate their work and giving all art 
enthusiasts access to works that might 
otherwise go unseen.”

And then there’s the Billboard Art 
Project, which is quietly acquiring digital 
billboards in cities around the country 
normally used for advertising and 
repurposing them as roadside galleries. 
Billboard Art Project spaces carry 

the impact of the unexpected. Some 
feature new work created specifically 
for the billboard on which it appears. 
Others incorporate pre-existing works 
that have been adapted to the new-era 
outdoor digital canvas. In either case, the 
billboard is re-imagined as a conduit for 
the dissemination of variety – cultural, 
philosophical, spiritual, whimsical, striking 
and the sublime,” noted Francisco 
Colom, writing for ART.

The Alliance’s Art Lives Here initiative 
actually harkens back to a tradition begun 
in Fort Myers five years ago when the 
Bob Rauschenberg Gallery erected a 
billboard on the east side of Cleveland 
Avenue next to Drive Time Used Cars 
that contained just two words, 12 letters, 
framed against a clear cerulean blue 
background just a touch darker than 
Southwest Florida’s blue skies. While the 
Imagine Peace billboard may have been 
the town’s first art billboard, it wasn’t 
Yoko Ono’s first use of the medium 
to convey a conceptual art message. 
She and husband John Lennon used 
billboards in cities around the globe to 
urge commuters and other passers-by to 
imagine a world without war “if you want 
it.”

While the mission of Art Lives Here 
may be more modest, it is no less 
important. The program seeks to make 
our community a better place by elevating 
the caliber of originality, talent and the 
culture that exists here. And like all public 
art, the art billboards will likely achieve 
a range of ancillary benefits as well, 
not the least of which is engaging the 
community in the visual and performing 
arts programs taking place throughout 
the county.

Tom Hall is both an amateur artist 
and aspiring novelist who writes art 
quest thrillers. He is in the final stages 
of completing his debut novel titled Art 
Detective. A former tax attorney, he 
lives in Estero with his fiancé and their 
four cats.

Expect to see more art billboards to pop up around Southwest Florida as part of the Alliance 
for the Arts’ Art Lives Here initiative� photo courtesy www.artswfl.com
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We had a “Reel” good time at the 
“Ding” Darling & Doc Ford’s

Tarpon Tournament
Thanks to all of our sponsors who made this event possible:

TITLE SPONSOR

STARTING 
POSITION

CHAMPION 
SPONSOR

PREMIERE 
SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

Auction Donors

Congress Jewelers • Fort Myers Marine • Gulf Star Marina • Jensen’s Twin Palm Cottages and Marina • 
Law Office of Janet M. Strickland P.A. • Lee County Sports Development • Nautical Mile Magazine • On Island •
 R.S. Walsh Landscaping • Sanibel Captiva Community Bank • The Historic Bait Box • Whitney’s Bait and Tackle

50% Off Framing • Anisa Stewart Jewelry • Bailey’s General Store • Bonita Bills Waterfront Cafe • Captiva Cruises • Freedom Boat Club • 
Florida Weekly • Fort Myers Brewing Co. • Holiday Water Sports • Island Inn • Island Sand Paper • Island Sun & River Weekly News • 

Peter & Barbara Rogers • Semmer Electric • Tarpon Bay Explorers • Trophy Case of Fort Myers

Anisa Stewart Jewelry • Bailey’s General Store • Mark & Gretchen Banks • Black Pearl Cast Nets • Blue Giraffe • Cake Bread Wine • Calusa Cast Nets • Luc Century • Cip’s Place • 
Deep Eddy Vodka • Diamondhead Beach Resort • Doc Ford’s • Don Q Rum • Freedom Boat Club • Historic Bait Box • Holiday Water Sports • Island Inn • Joey’s Custard • 

Key West Express • Let’s Take It Outdoors • Dick & Pat Levinson • Lighthouse Restaurant • Melting Pot Fondue Restuarant • Miller Lite • Mount Gay Rum • On Island • 
Outrigger Beach Resort • Phelan Family Brands • Sanibel Harbour Resort Mariott • Sanibel Sunglass Company • Sea Racers • Southwest Airlines • Steve Whitlock Game Art, Inc. • 

Sunday AfteSunday Afternoons Hat Company • Sweet Melissa’s Cafe • Tarpon Bay Explorers • The Gulfshore Grill & The Cottage • Thistle Lodge • Vortex Binoculars • Whitney’s Bait and Tackle • 
Ann-Marie Wildman • Yucatan Beach Stand
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June Programs 
At Fort Myers 
Regional Library

Next month’s roster of activities 
at Fort Myers Regional Library 
offers topics for all ages. The 

following activities are free to the 
public:

Adult Programs
Researching Irish Ancestors in the 

United States: 9:30 a.m. Saturday, 
June 1; Meeting Room AB – When 
researching Irish ancestors, the key to 
success is exhausting all records and 
home sources existing in the United 
States first. This seminar will focus 
on research strategies and techniques 
to help begin the research process 
that will help you cross the pond. 
Registration is required.

English Café: 6 p.m. Tuesdays, June 
4, 11, 18, 25; Main Library Building, 
Conference Room C – Free, informal 

conversation sessions for adult ESOL/
ESL students.

Knitting Nook: 1 p.m. Thursdays, 
June 6, 20; Main Library Building, 
Conference Room C – A casual self-
guided group of knitters and crocheters 
share ideas, techniques and patterns. 
Attendees should bring their own 
projects. Basic supplies available for 
newcomers.

Book Discussion There Will Be No 
Miracles Here: A Memoir by Casey 
Gerald: 3 p.m. Monday, June 10; Main 
Library Building, Conference Room 
C – This book discussion series focuses 
on memoirs and autobiographies. Please 
read the book selection ahead of time 
and come to discuss.

Astronomy: Celestial Treats from 
Your Driveway: 6 p.m. Wednesday, June 
12; Meeting Room ABCD – Presenter 
Steve Valdespino takes us on an 
inspiring journey through the universe. 
Explore the constellations, Messier 
objects, moon, terrestrial planets and 
other celestial highlights. Sponsored by 
the Friends of the Fort Myers Regional 

Library. Registration is required.
Scrapbooking Social: 1 p.m. 

Monday, June 17; Meeting Room – A 
casual self-guided group of scrappers 
share inspiring ideas and techniques. 
Attendees should bring their own 
scrapbooking projects. Enjoy using our 
paper, scissors and other supplies.

Book Discussion The Tea 
Planter’s Wife by Dinah Jefferies: 
Noon Wednesday, June 19; Main 
Library Building, Conference Room 
C – Sometimes fiction seems real and 
nonfiction reads like a novel. This year 
both will be discussed. Space is limited 
so registration is required.

Adult STEM: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 19; Meeting Room ABCD 
– Cooking is just another form of 
chemistry and you too can conquer 
your grill by learning why food cooks 
the way it does. June is the time to 
learn the saucy science of marinades. 
Registration is required.

Kinesthetic Astronomy: 11 a.m. 
Friday, June 21; Meeting Room 
AB – Through a series of simple 

body movements, gain insight into 
the relationship between time and the 
astronomical motions of Earth. Learn 
how these motions influence what we 
see in the sky today, the first day of 
summer.

Hope by Song: 6 p.m. Monday, 
June 24; Amphitheater – The Hope 
by Song’s mission is to help those 
whose stories of abuse, addiction, 
homelessness or PTSD have not been 
heard by inspiring them to tell their 
stories. Their words are used to create 
songs of struggle and hope. The 
songs are then used to educate others 
dealing with similar issues to encourage 
new, more beneficial ways of thinking 
about their lives and to foster, in our 
community, a greater awareness and a 
deeper understanding of those in less 
fortunate situations.

Children’s Programs
Happy Teeth! A Preschool 

Storytime: 10 a.m. Wednesday, June 
5 – Special guest Kelsey Gottfried will 
cover topics including oral hygiene, 

continued on page 16

Along The River

Students age 14 to 18 are invited to 
celebrate the end of the school year 
at Finally Summer Teen Glow 

Party at the Sidney & Berne Davis 
Art Center this Friday, May 24. Doors 
open at 7 p.m. and the party goes on 
until 11 p.m.

Three teen disc jockeys from 
SBDAC’s Art of DJing program – DJ 
Vivyd, DJ Aznoh and DJ Monarc – will 
be spinning hits. There will be food, 
dancing and fun in a great environment. 

Teens attending the party will need 
to provide a school ID in order to 
enter the party. No one over age 18 
is allowed without a valid student ID. 
There is no re-entry into the event. 
Tickets are $10 in advance and $15 
at the door. Every ticket purchased 
receives a 50 percent off coupon for a 
two-hour Intro to DJ lesson, valued at 
$100.

The Sidney & Berne Davis 
Art Center is located at 2301 
First Street in downtown Fort 
Myers. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.sbdac.com/
finally-summer-teen-glow-party.

BiteMarks, a punk band from 
Gainesville, will headline the 4th annual 
Babefest at Howl Tattoo & Piercing 
this Friday, May 24. Doors open at 8 
p.m. Music starts at 9 p.m. Tickets are 
$10.

The event, which is the brainchild 
of Love Your Rebellion (LYR) founder 
Angela Page, features a diverse lineup 
of bands and vendors. In addition to 
BiteMarks, LYR’s Babefest will also 
feature post-punk trio The Nervous 
Girls from St. Petersburg, riot girls 
The Covenne from Lake Worth, queer 
punks Butch Queen & the Bad Habits 
from Miami and Page’s band The 
Young Dead.

The annual arts and activism 
festival brings bands with diverse 
members together. There will also 
be a marketplace with vendors 

who support the LYR mission. 
For vendor registration, visit www.
loveyourrebellion.org/babefest-vendors. 

On Saturday, May 25, Babefest will 
be in Tampa at Crowbar with Chastity 
Belt. To learn more about Love Your 
Rebellion and Babefest, visit www.
loveyourrebellion.org.

Babefest is sponsored by Creative 
Minds Records, Neenie’s House, Nice 
Guys Pizza, Remedies Parlor, No Clubs, 
The Fran Haasch Law Group and 
Odebear Press.

Love Your Rebellion is a 501(c)3 that 
empowers marginalized groups through 
the arts.

Howl Tattoo & Piercing is located 
at 4160 Cleveland Avenue in Fort 
Myers. For tickets to LYR’s Babefest, 
visit www.howlftmyers.com/event/lyrs-
babefest-2019-ft-myers-feat-bitemarks.

Food, beer and live music enthusiasts 
are invited to the inaugural River 
District Food and Brew Festival 
at the historic Burroughs Home & 
Gardens this Saturday, May 25 from 
noon to 8 p.m. All proceeds will benefit 
the Uncommon Friends Foundation.

The festival features unlimited tasting 
passes for $30 and food from eight or 
more independent Southwest Florida 
restaurants. There will be live music 
from Steve Farst and other performers. 
All participants must be at least 21 
years of age to attend. 

Breweries include Coastal Dayz 
Brewing, Crazy Dingo Brewing, Eight 
Foot Brewing, Ankrolab Brewing, 
Millennial Brewing, Big Top Brewing, 
Bury Me Brewing, Scottys Bierwerks 
and Fat Point Brewing.

This festival is the only area festival 
set on the waterfront and is expected 
to become a popular annual event. 
Bring a lawn chair or blanket to pitch 
on the shaded lawn. There will be 
onsite seating and tables for mixing 
and mingling. Free parking is available 
across the street behind the historic 
Langford-Kingston home. 

The historic Burroughs Home & 
Gardens is located at 2505 First Street 
in Fort Myers. For more information, 
visit www.rdfoodandbrew.com. Tickets 
are available at www.eventbrite.com/e/
river-district-food-and-brew-festival-

tickets-60146051459 for $30. 
Free legal consultations are available 

from Lee County Bar Association 
member attorneys at the Edison Mall 
this Saturday, May 27 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.

The Law in the Mall event is 
marking its 25th year of public service 
as part of the bar’s Law Week, an 
annual series of events designed to 
celebrate the role of law in American 
society.

Anyone can come and meet face-to-
face with the attorneys, who’ll provide 
answers and direction on situations that 
fall within their legal practice areas, 
including divorce, probate, criminal 
law, bankruptcy, real estate, foreclosure 
and more. No pre-qualification or 
pre-registration is necessary, though 
attendees should bring any paperwork 
related to their case.

Edison Mall is located at 4125 
Cleveland Avenue in Fort Myers. The 
event will be held between entrances F 
and G in front of Dillard’s.

Downtown Fort Myers streets will 
be lined with the sight of classic to cool 
show cars this Sunday. May 26 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The Car Cruise-In 
is family friendly and free to the public 
with many venues featuring additional 
specials.

Roads close at 8:30 a.m. for 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic safety, 
but do not begin arriving and staging 
cars until that time. Not following this 
rule may result in a fine. This event fills 
quickly and to ensure an orderly lineup, 
enter at First and Monroe Street to 
follow the flow of traffic. Do not move 
barricades. Respect city parking policy 
by following the flow of traffic, not 
blocking fire hydrants, handicap ramps, 
sidewalks or through driving access 
for any street. Exits are on First and 
Broadway, Hendry and Bay, Hendry 
and Main, First and Jackson and First 
and Lee.

For more information, email events@
fortmyersriverdistrictalliance.com.

BiteMarks headlines Babefest this Friday, May 24�  photo provided   
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Churches/Temples
ALL FAITHS UNITARIAN CONGREGATION
Service 9, and 11 a.m. Children’s RE, Adult 
Education Forum 10 a.m., www.allfaiths-uc. 
org, 2756 McGregor Boulevard, 226-0900. 
ALL SAINTS BYZANTINE RITE CATHOLIC
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 10291 Bayshore Road, 
599-4023. 
ANNUNCIATION GREEK ORTHODOX
Sunday 9 and 10 a.m., www.annunciation.
fl.goarch.org, 8210 Cypress Lake Drive, 
481-2099. 
BAT YAM-TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Friday Shabbat at 7 p.m. www.batyam.org, 
2050 Periwinkle Way, 579-0296.
BETH YESHUA MESSIANIC SYNAGOGUE
Saturday 11 a.m. 15675 McGregor 
Boulevard, 437-3171.
BIBLESHARE
10 a.m. Sunday and 7 p.m. Tuesday, www.
simplysimpleworship.com, 7050 Winkler 
Road, Suite 121, 437-8835.
BREAD OF LIFE MINISTRIES
Sunday 10:30 a.m. 16581 McGregor 
Boulevard, 267-3166.
CHABAD LUBAVITCH ORTHODOX
Friday 6:30 p.m., www.chabadswf.org, 5620 
Winkler Road, 433-7708.
CHAPEL OF CYPRESS COVE
Sunday 10 a.m., www.revtedalthouse@aol.
com 10200 Cypress Cove Circle, 850-3943.
CHURCH OF THE CROSS
Sunday 9:15 and 10:45 a.m. 13500 
Freshman Lane, 768-2188.
CONGREGATIONAL
Sunday 10:30 a.m., www.taecc.com, 1619 
Llewellyn Drive, 334-4978.
COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN 
Sunday 10 a.m. 2439 McGregor Boulevard, 
334-8937.
CYPRESS LAKE BAPTIST
Sunday 9:45 and 11 a.m., 7 p.m.; Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. 8400 Cypress Lake Drive, 

481-5442.
CYPRESS LAKE PRESBYTERIAN
Sunday 8, 9, 10 and 11 a.m. www.clpc.us, 
8260 Cypress Lake Drive, 481-3233. 
CYPRESS LAKE UNITED METHODIST
Sunday 8, 9:30 and 11 a.m. 8570 Cypress 
Lake Drive, 482-1250.
FAITH FELLOWSHIP WORLD OUTREACH
Sunday 10:30 a.m.,Thursday 7:30 p.m., 
Friday 7:30 p.m., 6111 South Pointe 
Boulevard, 278-3638. 
FAITH UNITED METHODIST
Sunday 8:45 and 10:30 a.m., 15690 
McGregor Boulevard, 482-2030.
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
Wednesday 12 noon Testimony Service, 
Sunday 10:30 a.m., www.christianscience 
fortmyers.net, www.christianscience.com. 
2390 West First Street, 334-6801.
FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Sunday 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m., 13545 
American Colony Boulevard, 936-2511.
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday 9:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. www.
fumcftmyers.org, 2466 First Street, 332-1152. 
FORT MYERS CHRISTIAN
Sunday 10:30 a.m., 5916 Winkler Road, 
437-4330.
FORT MYERS CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST;
Sunday 10 a.m., 8210 College Parkway, 
482-3133. 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF 
FORT MYERS
11 a.m. Sunday, www.fpcfortmyers.org, 2438 
Second Street, 239-334-2261
IONA-HOPE EPISCOPAL CONGREGATION 
Saturday 5 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m. and 9:30 
a.m.; Tuesday 9:30 a.m.; Wednesday 9:30 
a.m., 9650 Gladiolus Drive, 454-4778.
JESUS THE WORKER CATHOLIC 
Friday and Saturday, 7 p.m.; Sunday 8, 10 
a.m. and 6 p.m., 881 Nuna Avenue, 
481-1143.
KINGDOM LIFE

Sunday 10:30 a.m., 2154 McGregor 
Boulevard, 218-8343.
LAMB OF GOD
Sunday 7:45 and 10 a.m., www. lambofgod 
church.net, 19691 Cypress View Drive, 
267-3525. 
NEW BEGINNINGS CENTER
Friday 6:30 and 7 p.m. nbcministry@
embarqmail.com, facebook.com/nbcministry, 
8505 Jenny Cae Lane, 656-0416.
NEW COVENANT EYES 
Monthly 9 a.m., www.newcovenanteyes.com, 
1900 Park Meadows Drive, 220-8519. 
NEW HOPE BAPTIST
Sunday 11 a.m.; Wednesday 7 p.m. 16120 
San Carlos Boulevard, Unit 10, 985-8503.
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
Sunday 8, 9:30 and 11 a.m., www.newhope 
fortmyers.org, 10051 Plantation Road, 
274-1230. 
PEACE COMMUNITY
Sunday 10:30 a.m. www.peacecommunity 
church.com, 17671 Pine Ridge Road, 
267-7400.
PEACE LUTHERAN
Sunday 8 and 10 a.m., www.peaceftmyers.
com, peace@peaceftmyers.com. 15840 
McGregor Boulevard, 437-2599.
REDEEMER LUTHERAN
Sunday 8:15 and 10:15 a.m. 3950 Winkler 
Ext., 274-0143.
RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
8, 9:45 and 11:30 a.m., 21580 River Ranch  
Road, 495-0400.
SAMUDRABADRA BUDDHIST CENTER
Meditation classes. www.MeditationInFort 
Myers.org, 567-9739. 
SAINT COLUMBKILLE CATHOLIC
Monday through Saturday 8 a.m.; Saturday 3 
and 5 p.m.; Sunday 7, 9 and 11 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., 12171 Iona Road, 489-3973. 
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CATHOLIC
Monday through Thursday 6:45 a.m.; Friday 
6:45 and 11 a.m.; Saturday 4 p.m.; Sunday 
6:45, 9:30 and 11 a.m., 2157 Cleveland 

Avenue, 334-2161.
SAINT JOHN THE APOSTLE 
METROPOLITAN
Sunday 10 a.m., 3049 McGregor Boulevard, 
344-0012.
SAINT MICHAEL LUTHERAN
Saturday 5:30 p.m.; Sunday 8 and 10:45 
a.m., 3595 Broadway, 939-1218.
SAINT NICHOLAS MONASTERY
Sunday 9:30 a.m., www.saintnicholasmonast 
ery.org, 111 Evergreen Road, 997-2847. 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CATHOLIC
Tuesday through Friday 9 a.m.; Saturday 4 
p.m.; Sunday 9 and 11 a.m., 13031 Palm 
Beach Boulevard, 693-0818.
SOUTHWEST BAPTIST
Sunday 11 a.m.; Wednesday 6 p.m., 16940 
McGregor Boulevard, 454-3336.
TEMPLE BETHEL SYNAGOGUE
Friday Shabbat 7:30 p.m.; Torah Saturday 9 
a.m.; Religious School Wednesday 5:30 p.m. 
and Sunday 9:30 a.m., www.templebethel.
com, 16225 Winkler Road, 433-0018. 
TEMPLE JUDEA (CONSERVATIVE)
Friday 6:30 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m., www.
tjswfl.org, 14486 A&W Bulb Road, 433-0201. 
THE NEW CHURCH
Sunday 11 a.m., www.newchurchflorida.com, 
10811 Sunset Plaza Circle #401, 481-5535. 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
Sunday 10:30 a.m., www.uucfm.org, 13411 
Shire Lane, 561-2700. 
UNITY OF FORT MYERS
Sunday 10 a.m., www.unityoffortmyers.org, 
11120 Ranchette Road, 278-1511. 
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sunday 9:30 and 10:45 a.m., 9065 Ligon 
Court, 481-2125. 
WORD OF LIFE
Sunday 10 a.m., Wednesday 7 p.m., 2120 
Collier Avenue, 274-8881.
ZION LUTHERAN
Sunday 8, 9:30 and 10:45 a.m., www.zionfm.
org, 7401 Winkler Road, 481-4040.

Grant Awarded 
To Junior 
Achievement

Junior Achievement of Southwest 
Florida has received grants totaling 
$7,000 to fund JA work readiness 

and financial literacy programming. 
The grants, from State Farm Insurance, 
are part of a larger statewide initiative 
totaling $60,000 that will support Junior 
Achievement programs in 11 localities 
throughout Florida, enabling over 5,000 

young people to participate in JA’s 
nationally recognized economic education 
programs.

“The mission of State Farm is to help 
people manage the risks of everyday life, 
recover from the unexpected, and realize 
their dreams” said Jose Soto, State Farm 
public affairs specialist. “JA programs help 
all students improve their financial literacy, 
however, a high percentage of low to 
moderate income students are likely to 
derive greater benefit from the programs.”

Angela Fisher, president and CEO of 
Junior Achievement of Southwest Florida 
explained, “Many students lack the basic 
information they need to make good 

education, career and financial decisions. 
They need to know about employment 
opportunities and the skills they need to 
open some of the career doors that are 
available to them. They also need a basic 
understanding of how to successfully 
manage their personal finances.”

Locally, the $7,000 allocation of State 
Farm funds to Junior Achievement of 
Southwest Florida partially funds 175 
low to moderate income students to 
attend JA Our Nation, a program for 
elementary students that teaches about 
the U.S. free market system and how 
it serves as an economic engine for 
businesses and careers. Students learn that 

entrepreneurial and innovative thinking 
are required for high-growth, high-demand 
careers in a global economy.

Memorial Day 
Sales Benefit 
Hope Healthcare

Memorial Day shoppers at Hope 
Chest resale stores in Bonita 
Springs, South Fort Myers and 

North Fort Myers will receive a 50 percent 
discount off most items Monday, May 27.

Hope Chest stores feature designer-
brand clothing and accessories, quality 
furniture and home décor including 
lighting, silk flowers and artwork, 
sporting equipment, antiques and unique 
collectibles. 

No coupons are necessary for the sale, 
and some exceptions may apply.

Hope Chest at the Crossings is locatat 
at 28520 Bonita Crossings Boulevard in 
Bonita Springs. The North Fort Myers 
Hope Chest is located at 13821 North 
Cleveland Avenue in North Fort Myers. 
The newest Hope Chest is located at 
14540 South Tamiami Trail in South Fort 
Myers.

Proceeds from Hope Chest benefit 
unfunded programs and services of Hope 
Healthcare, which provides exceptional 
care and support to individuals and their 
loved ones as they fulfill life’s journey.

For information about volunteer 
opportunities or donating items to Hope 
Chest resale stores, call 482-4673 or visit 
www.hopehcs.org.

Back row, from left, Ryan Quintero, Stephanie Hoffman, Angela Fisher, Ralph MacNiven, Nora Rodriguez, Javed Kapadia and Brian Marston. 
They are pictured with students from Parkside Elementary School.� photo provided
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“Fresh ingredients, simplicity, love... 
the recipe for a treasured dining experience” 

– Chef/Owner AJ Black

7 Days • 5-10 pm
751 Tarpon Bay Road

Sanibel Island, FL
Reservations Suggested

www.iltesoro.net • 239-395-4022 

F I N E   I T A L I A N   C U I S I N E

IL TESORO RISTORANTE

i n s p i r e d  b y  I s l a n d  Fa r e  i n  a  b i s t r o  s t y l e

VOTED “BEST CHEF”
BEST OF THE ISLANDS AWARD

TASTE OF THE ISLANDS 
IRON CHEF WINNER AJ BLACK
Celebrating Our 10 Year Anniversary

Extensive New Wine List 
Tasting Menu

CROW Case Of The Week: 

Florida Softshell 
Turtle Eggs  

by Bob Petcher

I am elated to report a happy 
ending to a past story that was 
written about a pregnant softshell 

turtle that was admitted to CROW 
on February 27 after being hit 
by a car, only to pass away from 
internal trauma days later. During 
her intake exam at the time, the 
mother began laying eggs. In total, 
24 eggs were laid, and the eggs 
were placed in a climate-controlled 

incubator until they were ready to hatch.
Well, the eggs reportedly hatched two weeks ago. On 

May 11, the first of the two dozen Florida softshell turtle 
eggs began to hatch. By the following morning, 23 baby 
turtles had fully emerged. 

During the 78 days in incubation, CROW 
rehabilitation staff monitored their progress by using a 
technique called “candling” that allows staff members to 
observe if there is a growing embryo inside. 

“Candling eggs is simply where a pinpoint light 
device, such as a small flashlight or cell phone 
flashlight, is placed against the egg to monitor embryo 
development inside. As the light passes through the egg, 
we can see a shadow depicting the embryo development 
inside,” said Breanna Frankel, CROW’s rehabilitation 
manager. “At the beginning stages, we can see blood 
vessel formation, toward the middle we will see a small-
medium dark spot (turtle developing) and toward the end 
we can actually see the arms, legs and head moving.”

The incubator was very effective in the egg-hatching 
process.

“We had a 95 percent hatch rate for this clutch 
which is pretty incredible,” said Frankel. “The incubator 

helps to keep the temperature and humidity at our 
‘ideal’ settings to allow a more favorable outcome. For 
turtle eggs, if you incubate at a higher temperature you 
will produce all females and if you incubate at a lower 
temperature you will produce all males. Our incubator 
allowed us to set the temperature to produce both males 
and females.”

After they hatched, the young turtles remained in the 

clinic for three days to ensure they had fully absorbed 
their yolk sacs. 

“The yolk sac is very important for turtle 
development. It provides nutrition and blood supply 
the entire time the turtle is in the egg,” said Frankel. 
“Sometimes we have to wait for it to absorb before 
releasing because it still has an active blood supply. 
This means if it accidentally got stuck on something or 
nicked, the baby could bleed to death. Nutrients from the 
yolk sac provide the hatchling with several days worth 
of calories and energy so they can get to a nearby water 
source.”

On May 15, the hatchlings were divided into six 
groups and dispersed to freshwater ponds in the area 
where the mother was rescued.

“We divided our group of 23 into several smaller 
groups for release so we do not overpopulate one fresh 
water source with a nest that was not initially laid there,” 
said Frankel. 

And, while there was tragedy more than two months 
ago, there is now life moving forward.

“Despite the sadness that follows after any animal 
passes away, it is an incredible thing to take an egg 
and watch it develop. We are able to help continue 
the mother’s legacy even though she is not with us 
anymore,” added Frankel. “We were also able to 
temperature regulate our eggs to ensure we produced 
both male and female offspring. We were lucky that 
mom got to us in time to save her eggs – they may not 
have been viable if they had been laid during transport 
or if she had passed away sooner. Seeing these babies 
hatch and get released three months later was truly a 
miracle.”

CROW (Clinic for the Rehabilitation of Wildlife, 
Inc.) is a non-profit wildlife hospital providing 
veterinary care for native and migratory wildlife from 
our local area. The hospital accepts patients seven 
days a week from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mail donations to 
P.O. Box 150, Sanibel, FL 33957. Call 472-3644 or 
visit www.crowclinic.org.

Lively Florida softshell turtle hatchlings before their release
� photo by Morgan Hester
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ISLAND MARINE SERVICES, INC.
• NEW MOTOR SALES • REBUILT POWERHEADS •

• FACTORY TRAINED •
 MERCURY – MARINER – JOHNSON – EVINRUDE
 SUZUKI – YAMAHA – OMC – I/O'S – MERCRUISER

Courteous Professional  Marine Repair Service • Dockside Service
Serving Sanibel & Captiva For Life

472-3380 • 466-3344

Your Bottom 
Specialist 

Call on Paint Prices Dave Doane
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Send Us Your 
Fish Tales

We would like to hear 
from anglers about their 
catches. 

Send us details including tackle, 
bait and weather conditions, date 
of catch, species and weight, 
and include a photograph with 
identification.
Email to press@islandsunnews.com 
or call 395-1213.

BOAT 
RENTALS
Fishing • Cabbage Key

Dolphin Watching
Captains Available

472-5800
Jensen’s Marina
Captiva Island

CAPT. MATT  MITCHELL

USCG  
Licensed  
& Insured

C: (239) 340-8651
www.captmattmitchell.com 

email: captmattmitchell@aol.com

Light Tackle Sport Fishing 
Tarpon • Snook
Redfish & More

Untangle tackle from vegetation 
and discard it responsibly

  CLEAR YOUR GEARTM

It Catches More Than Fish

Great Action 
Close To Home

by Capt. 
Matt Mitchell

Tarpon fishing 
around the 
full moon is 

always tough as 
these fish simply 
disappear heading 
offshore to spawn. 
This proved true 
this week as we 
tried chasing them 

up and down the beaches with very 
little success. Pods of fast-moving, 
high-rolling fish out on the gulfside 
were hard to keep up with and almost 
impossible to get a shot at with a bait.

Moving inside the bay, we found 
some slower-moving fish that, for the 
most part, would not cooperate either. 
We anchored up in slick calm water and 
saw hundreds of tarpon, an amazing 
sight. It can be crazy frustrating when 
you’re sitting in a pack and not a 
single boat hooks up while everyone is 
watching them roll in and around our 
baits. It’s all part of the daily routine if 
you wanna catch a tarpon.

When tarpon fishing, it only takes 
one bite to turn your day around. One 
day this week after a long morning of 
no bites, we set up in rolling fish again 
and after a while spotted a group of 
tarpon that seemed almost stationary. 

We crept up on the slow-circling pod 
of fish using the trolling motor. We got 
into range and with one cast it was 
on. After a whole morning of being in 
tarpon, why this group decided to eat I 
will never know, but that’s all it takes.

On the few days I did not tarpon 
fish, we had great action on both 
snook, trout and mangrove snapper. 
We worked the southern tip of Pine 
Island during the morning incoming 
tide, and live shiners caught fish after 
fish. One small, shallow hard-bottom 
bar in Matlacha Pass was loaded with 
more quality-size trout than I have seen 
since last summer.

Many of the mangrove channels in 
this area that have a hard-shell bottom 
and fast-moving water seem to be 
what these fish are looking for. These 
mangrove creeks are loaded with not 
only snook but lots of keeper-sized 
mangrove snapper too.

It has made a welcome change to 
be able to catch quality fish right in my 
neighborhood all this week. Over the 
past week, we also found good numbers 
of tarpon in the southern sound too. 
The closer to home the fish are the 
more time you can spend fishing and 
the less time you spend running. That is 
just good for everyone.

Capt. Matt Mitchell has been fishing 
local waters since he moved to Sanibel 
in 1980. He now lives in St. James 
City and works as a back country 
fishing guide. If you have comments or 
questions, email captmattmitchell@aol.
com.

A hooked tarpon takes off before being caught by Gary Biltgen while fishing with Capt. Matt 
Mitchell this week� photo provided       

Our email address is press@riverweekly.com
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Plant Smart

American Elm
by Gerri Reaves

American elm (Ulmus americana) 
is not a common tree in this 
immediate area. Although native to 

the state and to much of the continental 
U.S., its range does not usually extend 
south of Lake Okeechobee. 

However, in hospitable spots in South 
Florida, you can find this large deciduous 
shade tree. In fact, it’s on the Lee County 
Protected Tree List. 

Its natural habitat includes forest flood 
plains and along river banks. It can grow 
up to 80 feet tall in Florida and live for 
hundreds of years. The trunk diameter of 
very old trees can be seven feet. 

An attractive fan-shaped crown, 
straight trunk and yellow fall foliage give it 
ornamental value. 

The dark gray trunk is thickly ridged 
and sometimes flakey on older trees. 

The oblong or ovate alternate leaves 
have prominent parallel secondary, or 
lateral, veins (the veins that branch out 
from the mid-vein to leaf edge, or margin). 

Leaves are four to six inches long with 
double-toothed edges, elongated pointed 
tips and unequal leaf bases. 

Pendulous talks of small greenish red 
bisexual flowers appear in early spring 
before the tree re-leafs. 

The light green oval fruit, or samara, 
has a surrounding winged membrane that 
aids in the wind dispersal of the seeds. The 

“wing” has a fringe of fine hairs around 
the edge. 

The seeds sometimes self-sow near the 
parent plant. The tree does not produce 
seeds until it is 15 years old. 

It’s a fast grower and has moderate 
water needs. It prefers rich soil and sun to 
partial shade and has low salt tolerance. 

The many branches not only provide 
shade for people but nesting sites for birds. 

Also, the tree is one of the host plants for 
the question mark butterfly. 

Propagate it with seeds or cuttings. 
The very hard strong wood has 

traditionally been used in building ships 
and making wheel hubs and barrel hoops. 
Native Americans made canoes of the 
wood. 

This species has been severely affected 
by Dutch elm disease in northern states.

Although the disease is not a notable 
problem in Florida, keep a careful watch 

on any American elms in your landscape. 
Sources: Florida Plants for Wildlife by 

Craig N. Huegel, Forest Trees of Florida 
by Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services, A Gardener’s Guide 
to Florida’s Native Plants by Rufino 
Osorio, Native Florida Plants by Robert 
G. Haehle and Joan Brookwell, Waterwise 
by SFWMD, https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu, and 
www.fnps.org. 

Plant Smart explores the diverse flora 
of South Florida.

This deciduous tree’s large leaves turn yellow in fallWildlife-friendly American elm is native 
to Florida and can live hundreds of years
� photos by Gerri Reaves

From page 2

Historic Downtown
The only way to boycott him was to 

walk or ride a horse. 
In 1923, he had established his 

steamship line at the Collier Terminal 
on the Caloosahatchee at Carson Street, 
with regular schedules serving Southwest 
Florida. 

What he’s remembered most for, 
however, is being the driving force behind 
the construction of the Tamiami Trail (aka 
U.S. 41). He had an enormous ulterior 
motive: The modern road was crucial to 
developing his new county, whose seat 
was Everglades (now called Everglades 
City). 

In 1925, Collier had already 
connected Fort Myers to points north via 
a bridge in East Fort Myers, but it wasn’t 
until 1928 that the trail was completed 

and connected Tampa to Miami. 
South Florida would never be the 

same. 
Transportation wasn’t his only sphere 

of interest in Fort Myers. By 1931, he 
owned a controlling interest in the Fort 
Myers Press, which became The News-
Press that same year in a merger. 

In 1934, he purchased the Post Office 
Arcade, renamed it the Collier Arcade, 
and relocated his bus line there. 

Few men in the town exercised his 
scope of influence, yet he’s easy to 
overlook. 

Today, the former Collier Building 
site is vacant and permitted for a new 
mid-rise development. 

Walk down to First and Jackson and 
imagine watching the beautiful Collier 
Building take shape. 

Then visit the following two research 
centers to learn more about Collier’s 

profound influence on early 20th century 
Fort Myers. 

The Southwest Florida Historical 
Society is an all-volunteer, non-profit 
organization open Wednesday and 
Saturday between 9 a.m. and noon and 
Wednesday 4 to 7 p.m. 

It is located at 10091 McGregor 
Boulevard on the campus of the Lee 
County Alliance for the Arts. Call 939-
4044 or visit www.swflhistoricalsociety.
org for more information. 

The Lee County Black History Society 
is located at 1936 Henderson Avenue, 

adjacent to the Williams Academy 
Museum at Roberto Clemente Park.

Hours for the volunteer, non-profit 
organization are Wednesday through 
Friday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on 
Saturday by appointment only. 

For more information, call 332-8778 
or visit www.leecountyblackhistorysociety.
org.

Sources: Archives of the Southwest 
Florida Historical Society, The Fort 
Myers Press, The Story of Fort 
Myers by Karl H. Grismer, and http://
everglades.fiu.edu.

EXPERIENCE: HUNDREDS OF SUCCESSFUL LANDSCAPES

300 Center Road, Fort Myers FL 33907
PHONE 239.939.9663 • FAX 239.939.8504

www.NoLawn.com • www.AllNative.biz
OPEN DAILY: 9 to 5 Mon - Sat • 10 to 3 Sun

OUR NURSERY FEATURES 
OVER 200 SPECIES OF NATIVE 
PLANTS ON SEVERAL ACRES

n Butterfly Gardens n
n Wildlife/Bird Sanctuaries n

We also offer landscape design, 
consultation, installation and maintenance.
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Young Inventor 
Going To 
Nationals
by Jeff Lysiak

Next week, a local fourth grade 
student will travel to Dearborn, 
Michigan to compete in the 

2019 National Invention Convention, 
representing the State of Florida with 
his award-winning creation that has 
already earned him several regional 
accolades.

Ten-year-old Hayden Fuller, who 
attended Summit Christian Preschool 
and The Sanibel School, took top 
honors at the Thomas A. Edison 
Festival of Light Regional Inventors Fair 
back in January, winning first place in 
his elementary school division, a Florida 
Power & Light (FPL) Scholarship and 
the prestigious Best of Fair award. 

Fuller’s invention, called Hayden’s 
Life Pods, is a 10-foot by 8-foot by 
8-foot portable life pod, made entirely 
out of a durable Styrofoam material. 
The lightweight and collapsible 
temporary shelter, which could be used 
for housing following a natural disaster, 
also includes an inverter generator and 
portable air conditioning system. It is 
estimated to cost approximately $500 
to manufacture. 

“It’s a shelter that you could stay in 
temporarily, in case you were displaced 
by a hurricane, a tornado or a wildfire,” 
said Fuller, who explained that the 

unit could also house sleeping bags or 
cots, some small furniture pieces and 
ready-to-eat meals that require modest 
cooking facilities. “It’s sturdy but it’s 
also lightweight… it could be dropped 
out of the back of an airplane.”

Asked how it makes him feel to see 
his invention gaining such prestigious 
recognition, Fuller stated that he didn’t 
think his Life Pod would make it to 
nationals or even to regionals. 

“I only expected to make it to 
regionals… not even to win it,” said 
Fuller, a student currently enrolled at 
Rayma C. Page Elementary School in 
Fort Myers. “I was very surprised that I 
did so well and made the front cover of 
a big magazine (Estero Magazine). I am 
very happy with my accomplishments 
and never thought I would achieve 
these accomplishments at only 10 years 
old.” 

On May 11, Fuller was awarded an 
invitation to participate in the 2019 
STEM Buccaneers Camp, hosted by the 

School of Pure and Applied Sciences 
at Florida SouthWestern State College 
. He received a $500 scholarship to 
attend this year’s summer camp, which 
will be held from July 8 to 19. The 
theme of this year’s camp is Research 
in Water Quality.

“Your achievement in our regional 
science fair program, along with your 
application, indicate that you are 
well qualified to participate in actual 
scientific research with college faculty,” 
wrote Lee Hughes, STEM coordinator 
for the School District of Lee County, 
in his congratulatory letter to Fuller. 
“As STEM Buccaneers, you will extend 
your understanding and skills in various 
STEM fields.” 

Fuller was humble in accepting the 
scholarship, noting his interests in 
the STEM curriculum is focused on 
science. “My favorite part of science is 
astronomy and outer space,” he said. 
“I have a lot of science knowledge and 
I plan to use that to help find ways to 
improve the environment and make the 
water better in Florida.” 

In the meantime, the young inventor 
added that he is looking forward 
to attending next week’s National 
Invention Convention, which is being 
staged at The Henry Ford Museum of 
American Innovation.

“I am very nervous because there 
are a lot of kids with bright ideas that 
also helps people and is life saving. 
I am also excited to go to Michigan 
because I have never been and I want 
to see The Henry Ford Museum,” said 
Fuller. “If I won another prize, I would 
be very excited because it would be a 
national prize against many other smart 
competitors from all over the United 
States.”

Hayden Fuller with his first place trophy received at the Florida K-12 Invention Convention�
photo provided       

Record-Breaking 
April For Airport

During April, 1,111,558 
passengers traveled through 
Southwest Florida International 

Airport in Fort Myers,  an increase of 
18.3 percent compared to April 2018. 
Year-to-date, passenger traffic is up 9.7 
percent compared to last year.

The traffic leader in April was Delta 
Air Lines with 203,048 passengers 
traveling to and from Fort Myers. 
Rounding out the top five airlines were 
Southwest (166,635), Spirit (150,889), 
American (143,471) and JetBlue 
(133,676).

Southwest Florida International 
Airport had 8,970 aircraft operations, 
an increase of 11.4 percent compared 
to April 2018. Page Field saw 
10,076 operations, a 25.8 percent 
increase from April 2018. In addition, 
approximately 2.8 million pounds of 
air freight moved through Southwest 
Florida International Airport in April 
2019.

Southwest Florida International 
Airport served nearly 9.4 million 
passengers in 2018 and is one of the 
top 50 U.S. airports for passenger 
traffic. No ad valorem (property) taxes 
are used for airport operation or 
construction. For more information, 

visit www.flylcpa.com or Like Us on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
flyRSW.

Morning Meander 
At Lakes Park

Take a nature walk with a bird 
patrol guide at Lakes Regional 
Park on Saturday, June 1 at 8 

a.m.
This easy walk along clear paths 

offers an opportunity to see birds in 
native vegetation with experienced bird 
patrol guides pointing out the many 
species in Lakes Park, a Lee County 
birding hot spot and crucial nesting 
area for many birds. Wear comfortable 
shoes and dress to be outside. Bring 
water, sunscreen and binoculars.

This tour, which is free with paid 
parking, is provided in cooperation with 
Lee County Parks and Recreation.

Meet at Shelter A7. After entering 
the Lakes Park gate from Gladiolus 
Drive, turn right and drive to the end 
of the road, continuing through the 
parking lot. Shelter A7 is located near 
the train station.

Lakes Regional Park is located at 
7330 Gladiolus Drive in Fort Myers. For 
more information, visit www.birdpatrol.
org or call 533-7580 or 533-7576.
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Walks depart at 9 a.m. every day, from the Island Inn.  
Advance reservations are required. Register online at:

SHELLMUSEUM.ORG/BEACH-WALK

IDENTIFY 
SHELLS! 

JOIN THE MUSEUM 
FOR AN EXPERT-LED 
DAILY BEACH WALK

Download the App

Hodges University 
Paramedic Team 
Tops In Challenge

Students in the Emergency Medical 
Services Paramedic program at 
Hodges University placed first 

during the 6th annual Panther EMS 
Challenge, hosted by Palm Beach State 
College in Lake Worth. The team won 
in the student category.

The Hodges team – Cody Allen, 
Michael D’Angelo, Thomas Munro and 
Kevin Murphy, along with instructor 
Cassandra Fersch – tested their abilities 
to assess, react, diagnose and treat 
patients during three scenarios.

At each emergency, the paramedic 
students encountered people portraying 
victims, as well as computerized patient 
simulators.

“One of our EMS instructors, 

Adam Thompson, is the one who 
encouraged the students to enter 
this competition. These students are 
only in their first semester, but they 
competed skillfully against teams that 
have been paramedics for years,” said 
Jeff Ziomek, EMS paramedic program 
chair at Hodges University. “With the 
knowledge they have gained so far, they 
were able to defeat the other teams. We 
are really proud of how well they did.”

”Even though it’s only our first 
semester, we’ve learned a lot,” said 
Hodges Paramedic student Kevin 
Murphy. “It was a lot of practice, and a 
lot of late days after class.”

“Staying late and practicing, you 
pick up a lot from the other students,” 
said Hodges paramedic student Michael 
D’Angelo. “Training like this helps 
you grind in the basics that you use in 
everyday situations. This was a lot of 
fun.”

All four students plan to compete in 
two more competitions later this year.

From left, Hodges EMS students Cody Allen, Michael D’Angelo, Thomas Murino and Kevin 
Murphy with Hodges EMS instructor Cassandra Fersch� photo provided

Local Navy 
Woman Serving 
On Fleet In Japan

Petty Officer 2nd Class Diana 
Arrez, a native of Fort Myers, 
Florida, became a first generation 

military member among her family 
when she chose the U.S. Navy as a 
way to “get out, see the world and do 
something different,” she said.

Now, four years later and half a 
world away, Arrez serves with Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka, meeting the Navy’s 
mission in one of the world’s busiest 
maritime regions and supporting U.S. 
7th Fleet.

Diana Arrez� photo provided       
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June Programs
growth and development, healthy eating 
habits and what a typical visit to the 
dentist looks like. Enjoy fun interactive 
activities to ensure a positive outlook on 
visiting the dentist and hear Doctor De 
Soto by William Steig. Each child will 
leave with a toothbrush, toothpaste, floss, 
coloring sheet and information packet for 
caregivers.

Bubblemania: 10 a.m. Thursday, 
June 6 – Join us for an exciting 
morning of bubble wand making and 
bubble blowing as we listen to our 
favorite tunes.

Family Storytime with the Bailey 
Matthews Shell Museum: 10 a.m. 
Monday, June 10 – Leigh Gay, outreach 
coordinator at The Bailey-Matthews 
National Shell Museum, will show us 
shells at this special storytime.

Kids Read Down Fines: 5 to 6 
p.m. Monday, June 10 – Children and 
teens can earn a $2 credit for every 
15 minutes they read in the designated 
area for a total of $8 in one session. 
Credit may be applied to cards issued 
to patrons age 18 and younger only 
and applies only to charges on overdue 
materials. Please bring your library 
card.

Toddler Tales: 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays, June 11, 18, 25 – For ages 
18 to 36 months. This interactive 
and active time for toddlers and their 
caregiver is designed to advance 
prereading and social skills. They’ll 
experience storytelling, wordplay, felt 
board stories, fingerplays, puppets, 
singing, music-making, socializing, 
dancing and, of course, books.

Joey and Alex Magic: 2 p.m. 

Tuesday, June 11 – This all-new thrill 
ride comedy magic show takes the 
audience on an action-packed adventure 
of stories shown through magic, 
comedy, puppets, balloon artistry 
and hilarious audience participation. 
For children who have completed 
grades kindergarten through fifth grade. 
Registration begins June 4. Sponsored by 
the Friends of the Fort Myers Regional 
Library.

Preschool Storytime: 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays, June 12, 19, 26 – For 
ages 3 to 5. Your preschooler will 
continue to build relationships with 
other kids, books and the library in a 
storytime designed specifically for them. 
The stories and activities are more 
complex, but just as fun.

Baby Rhyme Time: 10 a.m. 
Thursdays, June 13, 20, 27 – For ages 
up to 18 months. During this special 
storytime, you and your baby will learn 
new nursery rhymes and fingerplays, 
interact with puppets, sing, read books 
and dance.

Interactive Movie: 2 p.m. Thursdays, 
June 13, 20, 27 – More than just a 
movie showing, audiences participate 
in these screenings. You can take part 
in the action with props, sound effects 
and a whole lot of fun or just sit back 
and enjoy the film. Families of all ages 
are welcome. Rated PG. Registration is 
required. Sponsored by the Friends of 
the Fort Myers Regional Library.

Family Storytime: 10 a.m. Monday, 
June 17 – For ages up to 5. Your 
whole family is invited to this enjoyable, 
all-ages storytime that encourages the 
development of prereading skills through 
songs, rhymes, fingerplays and stories.

Star Wars: Jedi Training Camp: 2 
p.m. Tuesday, June 18 – Earn your Jedi 

certificate by attending our Jedi Training 
Camp. Try light saber training, laser 
maze or stormtrooper target practice. 
Make a uniform emblem button, cipher 
decoder, a marshmallow constellation or 
create a planet. There will be a photo 
opportunity, so feel free to come in 
costume. Registration begins June 11.

Family Storytime with the Gulf Coast 
Symphony: 10 a.m. Monday, June 24 
– John Wadsworth, a musician with the 
Gulf Coast Symphony Orchestra, play 
and show children his double bass.

Drumming with Tampa Taiko: 2 
p.m. Tuesday, June 25 – Learn about 
the language and lore of the big drums 
and participate with clapping, singing 
and drumming. For children who have 
kindergarten to fifth grade. Registration 
begins June 18. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Fort Myers Regional 
Library.

Teen Programs
Teen Summer Kick-off Dance Party: 

2 p.m. Wednesday, June 5 – Start 
summer right by bringing your friends 
to an afternoon dance party. Join us as 
we dance the afternoon away with Wii 
dance party. Meet in the Teen Scene. 
No registration is required.

Kids Read Down Fines: 5 to 6 
p.m. Monday, June 10 – Children and 
teens can earn a $2 credit for every 
15 minutes they read in the designated 
area for a total of $8 in one session. 
Credit may be applied to cards issued 
to patrons age 18 and younger only 
and applies only to charges on overdue 
materials. Please bring your library card.

Fortnite Escape Room: 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 12 – Find the clues, 
decode the messages and test your 
mettle with this Fortnite-themed Escape 
Room where participants must solve the 

puzzles and unlock the loot crate before 
the storm moves in. You do not have to 
be a Fortnite expert to have fun at this 
program. Please note that participants 
will not be playing the video game 
during this program. Registration is 
required to guarantee your spot until the 
start of the program.

Mission To Mars Escape Room: 2 
p.m. Wednesday, June 19 – Teens we 
are on a mission to Mars to terraform 
the planet. On our journey, danger 
approaches. Can you escape the ship 
in time? Can you decode the files and 
unlock the hatch before the clock runs 
out? Registration is required. Seating 
is guaranteed until the start of the 
program.

Virtual Reality: Keep Talking and 
Nobody Explodes: 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 26 –Can you save your team 
leader? During this is cooperative VR 
game, the team leader is trapped in a 
room with a ticking bomb that must be 
defused before time runs out. The other 
players are the “experts” who must 
give instructions to defuse the bomb by 
deciphering information found in the 
bomb defusal manual. Space is limited. 
Register is required.

The Fort Myers Regional Library 
is located at 2450 First Street in Fort 
Myers. Adult programs are held in 
the meeting room building located 
across the library campus at 1651 Lee 
Street. For more information about a 
program or to register, call the library 
at 533-4600. Check the Lee County 
Library System’s website at www.
leelibrary.net to find out about programs 
at other locations. Call the host library, 
or Telephone Reference at 479-INFO 
(4636), for more information about a 
specific program.

New reproductive capabilities pose interesting challenges 
to one’s estate plan. Typical language in a will or trust 
might read, for example, “upon the death of my wife, the 

remainder of my estate shall be distributed to my descendants, 
per stirpes.” The per stirpes designation means that the next 
generation steps into the shoes of a parent who predeceases the 
testator of the will or trust.

This therefore begs the question: who are your descendants? 
The answer may not be as clear-cut as you might imagine.

Modern medicine has turned reproductive capabilities – and 
therefore who might be considered a descendant of yours – upside down. In generations 
past, once a woman’s biological clock expired, she couldn’t have any more children, and 
the only way to expand a family beyond such event would be to adopt.

Today, eggs can be harvested, frozen cryogenically and artificially inseminated at 
ages that used to be considered beyond one’s normal child-bearing years. Further, with 
surrogate mothers and donations of both eggs and sperm, the biological “parent” of the 
embryo isn’t as certain as it was yesterday.

Allow me to illustrate my point. Assume that Father and Mother have two sons, Greg 
and Peter. Father dies leaving everything to Mother. Mother’s will directs that the estate 
is to be left equally to Greg and Peter, and if either son predeceases her, then the share 
that would have been distributed to the predeceased son would instead be distributed per 
stirpes to that son’s descendants.

Assume further that Peter predeceases Mother, leaving behind his wife Sarah, and a 
daughter, Rachel. Peter’s wife Sarah decides to have a reproductive specialist artificially 
inseminate her with Peter’s cryogenically frozen sperm. After several procedures, it 
doesn’t work out as Sarah has reproductive deficiencies of her own. So Sarah finds a 
surrogate mother who is then artificially inseminated with Peter’s sperm and gives birth 
to a son, Jacob. Mother then dies without ever changing her will.

Who inherits Peter’s share? Remember that Mother’s will says everything to Greg 
and Peter, per stirpes. Since Peter died, the per stirpes designation would mandate that 
Peter’s child(ren) would step into Peter’s shoes to inherit. So we know that Greg still 

receives one half of Mother’s estate. But who are Peter’s children? We do know that 
Rachel is Peter’s daughter. That much is a fact. Does Rachel inherit Peter’s one half or 
must she share it with Jacob?

The legal question therefore is whether Jacob is a descendant of Peter? Peter’s sperm 
produced Jacob after Peter’s death, but before the death of Mother – at the direction of 
Peter’s wife Sarah through a surrogate mother. I believe that under Florida law, Jacob 
would be entitled to split Peter’s share with Rachel.

Consider, however, that Peter may have even more children depending upon who 
had custody of his seed and how often it was used. What if Sarah produced another 
child in the same way Jacob was produced? Assume that the next child was born after 
Mother’s death. Couldn’t you argue that the class of beneficiaries who would inherit 
Peter’s share could be unlimited? How could the personal representative for the estate 
know when to distribute Peter’s share if another child could be born long after Mother’s 
death? For this reason, Florida law would likely treat any children born before Mother’s 
death as a descendant of Peter for purposes of Mother’s will.

What if Peter had instead donated to a sperm bank and a married couple, not related 
to the family at all, used it to produce a child? Here, Florida law would not treat that 
child as Peter’s descendant. Donations to a sperm bank for third party use are generally 
not, for legal purposes, considered a descendant of the donor.

With modern reproductive medicine improving all of the time, and with the number 
of different choices that are available today, it isn’t hard to imagine any number of 
scenarios that could call into question who a proper descendant may be under any given 
will.

All of these issues can be addressed through the drafting of language that clarifies the 
intent of Mother and Father. If Mother and Father only wanted biological and adopted 
children of Peter during his lifetime to step into his shoes for purposes of inheritance, 
then this could be written into the legal documents: “For purposes of our will, a 
descendant of a child of ours shall only include those individuals born or adopted before 
the death of our child, or those born within nine months following the death of our 
child.”

On the other hand, Mother may want Jacob, and any other similar issue, to step 
into Peter’s shoes for purposes of the inheritance. She may look at Jacob as a gift from 
Peter – regardless how Jacob was conceived.

These are difficult concepts that many estate plans fail to consider. If you have strong 
feelings one way or the other, it might be time to dust off your documents to review how 
“descendant” is defined under the document, if it is defined at all.

©2019 Craig R. Hersch. Learn more at www.sbshlaw.com.

Will Power

Who Is A Descendant?
by Craig R. Hersch, Florida Bar Board Certified 
Wills, Trusts & Estates Attorney; CPA
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“More than a meticulously researched chronicle of the disasters 
that shaped Fort Myers, this book details the historical moment of 

each blaze, creating a rich portrait of a community forged and tempered 
by fire. A must-read for anyone interested in area history, with riches 

for newcomers and experts alike.”  - Amy Bennett Williams

Available at
www.Amazon.com

www.OutSkirtsPress.com

Book Review

Wolf Pack
by Di Saggau

Here’s my 
review of 
Wolf Pack 

that I promised a 
few weeks ago. 
It’s CJ Box’s 
followup to The 
Disappeared. 
Wyoming game 
warden Joe Picket 
is back on the 

job. That’s the good news. The bad 
news is that a mysterious man with a 
sophisticated drone is killing wildlife just 
for the fun of it. That doesn’t set well 
with Joe, the Wyoming game warden, 
or with Katelyn Hamm, a game warden 
from another county. 

When Joe tracks down the drone’s 
owner, he is visited by two FBI agents 
who instruct him to leave things well 
enough alone in order to save the lives of 
many people, “maybe tens of thousands” 
but they don’t say why. Joe considers the 
warning more of a command and teams 
up with his buddy Nate Romanowski, a 
master falconer, to help figure out what’s 
actually going on. The drone is the least 
of their problems.

In a stronger plot thread, Nate and 
Joe discover that a four-man team called 
the Wolf Pack, is operating as a syndicate 
of the Sinaloa drug cartel. The most 
dangerous member of the pack is a very 
lethal woman named Abriella. She’s a 
female version of Geronimo and, if you 
know that history, you know she’s one 

dangerous female. The Wolf Pack is after 
the owner of the drone for an entirely 
different reason. Further complicating 
things, Joe’s daughter Lucy is dating the 
son of the man in question.

Joe and many of his friends and 
colleagues are targeted by the killers 
before they move on to their real target. 
Box is great at finding new ways to shake 
up the action, and you’ll enjoy finding out 
what he has in mind. He’s an expert at 
inserting twists you don’t expect. Wolf 
Pack is the 19th Pickett novel, and it’s 
another tightly wound tale well worth 
reading.

image provided

School Smart
by Shelley M. 
Greggs, NCSP

Dear 
Shelley,

My first 
grade daughter 
continues to use her 
fingers for counting. 
Shouldn’t she have 
moved on from that 
by now? Should I tell 
her to stop finger 

counting and do her numbers in her head? 
Please help.

Lucinda R, Fort Myers
Lucinda,
Don’t become overly concerned with 

your daughter’s finger counting. New 
research suggests that young children may 
make gains in math by counting with their 
fingers. Generally speaking, teachers do 
tell their students to stop finger counting 
around the end of first grade. Children 
are transitioning to perform mental math 
and sometimes finger counting is seen as 
a crutch and possibly a sign of poor math 
skills.

A new British study published in 
Frontiers in Education suggests that 
finger counting seems to boost math 
learning when paired with number games. 
This research suggests that finger counting 
can actually support learning math skills 
and is not a crutch.

This study included 137 6-year-old 

and 7-year-old children who were split 
into five groups. Each group played a 
specific math game and/or used finger 
counting exercises while playing. One 
group participated in finger-counting 
exercises such as counting from 1 to 10 
using each finger, showing the correct 
number of fingers when told a specific 
number, and doing simple addition or 
subtraction problems using their fingers. 
The second group played number games 
like dominoes and card games. The 
third and fourth groups did both; they 
performed finger-counting exercises and 
played number games. The final group was 
the control and didn’t participate in either 
the exercises or the games.

Results indicated that there were 
positive math skill increases noted in all 
groups. The children who participated only 
in the number games group had one math 
skill slightly boosted, while the children 
who played a game and finger counted 
experienced larger gains on a range of 
tests when they also used their fingers. The 
children who participated in both activities 
outperformed the control group in multiple 
math-related skills, including counting, 
ordering, comparing and adding.

Tim Jay and Julie Betenson, the 
authors of the study, suggest an interesting 
explanation for the boost in math skills: 
The “part of the brain that responds to 
number lies in close proximity to the 
area that is activated whenever subjects 
perform pointing and grasping activities. 
So, when we use our fingers, we also 
activate the areas of our brain associated 

with counting. This parallel processing may 
explain why young children benefit from 
finger counting”.

Eventually older students should move 
past finger counting but there’s now 
evidence to let younger students continue 
with this practice. There doesn’t seem to 
be a strong reason to discourage young 
children from counting on their fingers 
as it may actually boost math learning, 
especially when paired with number 
games.

Shelley Greggs is adjunct faculty at 
Florida SouthWestern State College, 
where she teaches psychology and 
education courses. She is also a 
nationally certified school psychologist 
and consultant for School Consultation 
Services, a private educational consulting 
company. Questions for publication 
may be addressed to smgreggs@gmail.
com. Not all questions submitted can be 
addressed through this publication.

Professionals 
To Offer Tips At 
Media Breakfast

The Florida Public Relations 
Association, Southwest Florida 
Chapter will host its annual media 

breakfast titled Perfecting your Pitch 
and Covering your Media Bases at the 
Holiday Inn Fort Myers at Town Center 
on Thursday, June 11 from 8 to 11 
a.m.

Attendees will get up close and 
personal with media professionals from 

across the Southwest Florida region 
working in channels including TV, daily 
news, business reporting, magazines 
and blogs. Experts will help attendees 
learn to “perfect their pitch” and make 
their communications to local media 
more effective.

Featured media experts include:
Capt. Debbie Hanson, award-

winning outdoor writer (Florida Outdoor 
Writers Association & Outdoor Writers 
Association of America), women’s sport 
fishing advocate and freshwater guide

Ernest Hooper, East Hillsborough 
bureau chief and columnist for Tampa 
Bay Times

Steve McQuilkin, storytelling coach 
and the Southwest Florida regional 
editor for environment and business 
news at The News-Press and Naples 
Daily News

Jennifer Reed, senior writer for 
Gulfshore Life magazine

Lindsey Sablan, morning anchor, 
WINK News

Andrew Warfield, editor, Lee and 
Collier counties, for Business Observer

The format for the morning will 
include presentations from speakers, 
breakout sessions and networking 
opportunities. This event is sponsored 
by Stevens Construction of Fort Myers.

Registration is $50 for members, 
$60 for non-members and $35 for 
students. The price includes breakfast. 

The Holiday Inn Fort Myers at Town 
Center is located at 9931 Interstate 
Commerce Drive in Fort Myers. For 
more information or to register, visit 
www.fpraswfl.org.
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Financial Focus

Time To Cycle 
Through Some 
Investment Ideas  

by Jennifer Basey

If you’ve noticed 
an increase in 
bicycle-related 

events lately, it may 
be because May is 
recognized as Bike 
Month – and some 
cities even observe a 
specific Bike Week. 
Of course, bicycling 
is good exercise 

and an environmentally friendly method 
of transportation, but it can also teach us 
some lessons about investing.

Here are a few to consider:
Put the brakes on risky moves 

– To keep themselves safe, experienced 
cyclists regularly do two things: They 
keep their brakes in good shape and 
they don’t take unnecessary risks, such 
as whipping around blind curves. As an 
investor, you can combine these two 
actions by putting your own “brakes” 
on risky moves. For example, if you’re 
tempted to buy some hot investment you 
heard about, you may want to think twice 
before acting. Why? In the first place, 
most “hot” investments don’t stay hot for 
too long, and may be cooling off by the 
time you hear of them. And even more 
important, they might not be appropriate 
for either your risk tolerance or your 
need to diversify your portfolio. When 
you invest, you can’t eliminate all risks, 
but you can reduce them by avoiding 
impulsive moves and sticking with a 
disciplined, long-term strategy based on 
your needs and goals. 

Get regular financial tune-ups 
– Avid cyclists keep their bikes in good 
shape through regular maintenance. 
When you invest, you usually don’t 
need to make a lot of drastic moves, but 
you should periodically “tune up” your 

investment portfolio, possibly with the 
help of a financial professional, during 
regular reviews. Such a tune-up may 
involve any number of steps, but the 
main goal is to update your portfolio so 
it reflects where you’re at in life – your 
goals, risk tolerance, earnings and family 
situation. 

Protect yourself from bumps in 
the road – All serious bicyclists, and 
all bicyclists serious about keeping their 
heads intact, wear helmets when they are 
riding, because they know the dangers 
of rough terrain. Likewise, you need to 
protect yourself from the bumps in the 
road that could impede your progress 
toward your objectives. For starters, life 
insurance can help your family meet 
some essential needs – pay the mortgage, 
educate children, and so on – in case 
something were to happen to you. And 
you may need disability insurance to 
replace your income temporarily if you 
became injured or ill and can’t work for 
a while. Also, you might want long-term 
care insurance, which can help you guard 
against the potentially catastrophic costs 
of an extended stay in a nursing home 
or the services of a home health care 
worker. 

Don’t stop pedaling – When going 
long distances, bicyclists ride through 
rain, wind, sun and mosquitoes. They 
elude angry motorists and they change 
flat tires. In short, they persist in reaching 
their destinations. As an investor, you 
will pursue some goals that you may 
not reach until far in the future, such as 
a comfortable retirement, so you too 
need to demonstrate determination and 
persistence by continuing to invest, in 
good markets and bad, through unsettling 
political and global events – and even 
despite your own occasional doubts. 

Whether you’re an avid cyclist or not, 
following these principles can help keep 
your financial wheels moving along the 
road to your goals. 

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones financial advisor. Jennifer Basey 
is a financial advisor in Fort Myers. 
She can be reached at jennifer.basey@
edwardjones.com.

Superior Interiors

Colorful Design 
Elements For 
Spring

by Linda Coin

Now that 
spring is in 
the air and 

summer gatherings 
aren’t too far off, 
it’s time to consider 
redecorating 
your living space 
with accents and 
accessories that 
introduce splashes 

of color and energy. Consider adding 
these design elements to your living 
space. The right hues and styles, 
paired with these design elements, can 
effortlessly transform your home.

Although it may not seem like it at 
first glance, selecting and arranging 
your area rug with the rest of your 
furniture can be tricky and takes a lot 
of careful consideration. For example, 
if you try to decorate with a rug that’s 
too small for your room, your furniture 
won’t look grounded as it should. You 
also must keep in mind that the edges 
of your rug should be a certain distance 
from the room’s perimeter for full 
functionality.

When it comes to selecting color and 
style, take your surrounding decor into 
account. Your space may benefit from 
a rug with eye-catching patterns and 
bright hues. However, this would only 
be the case if your room consists of a 
neutral color palette and you’re in need 
of a bold focal point. Maybe a jute or 
nylon area rug that incorporates hues 
found on your window treatments and 
patterned furniture would complete 
your space’s coordinated appearance. 
Cotton flat-weave products also have 
the potential to add a lot of texture and 
color to casual spaces like bedrooms 
and kitchens.

Decorative throw pillows bring a 
sense of coziness, comfort and texture 
to gathering areas. The fabric, shape, 
colors and designs you select will 
determine the style that your pillows 
bring to your space. For example, 
sticking with two colors, large geometric 
designs and tightly woven fabrics will 
add to a contemporary design theme 
and look great on a modern, tailored 
sofa. A bright yellow and white color 
theme with hints of gray will add flair 
to the area, especially with two larger 
pillows on each side of your sofa and an 
oblong pillow in the center. 

If you’re looking to go bold with 
your bedroom decor, your bedding is 
a great place to start. Do you have 
a certain style, fabric, pattern and 
color in mind? Creating a custom 
bedspread based on your exact design 
specifications can provide an upscale 
look. There is also a wide selection of 
ready-made bedspreads that may match 
your preferences perfectly. Once you 
establish which bedding colors and 
style would work best in your room, 
coordinate your pillows and shams to 
pull everything together.

With family gatherings and parties 
for occasions like graduation and 
Memorial Day just off on the horizon, 
you’ll want to get your dining table 
ready to host your guests. Nothing 
would add color and style to your table 
like an elegant table runner or casual 
napkins and placemats to spice up your 
meal times. A runner fabricated with a 
bright pink geometric pattern would not 
only contribute a head-turning splash 
of color, but kid-friendly convenience if 
made utilizing washable fabric. 

Complete your dining area with 
a colorful vase to hold your spring 
flowers. Match your vase and table 
runner for a harmonious appearance 
or use it to create the focal point of 
your table. For the final touch, decorate 
with a few cheerful pastel candles for a 
festive atmosphere that celebrates both 
spring and the celebration at hand.

Linda Coin is an interior designer 
on Sanibel/Captiva Islands and can be 
reached at linda@coindecden.com.

County Schedule 
For Memorial Day

Most Lee County administrative 
operations will be closed 
Monday, May 27, in observance 

of Memorial Day.
The county’s holiday schedule 

adjustments are as follows:
Solid Waste – All garbage, 

recycling and yard waste collections in 
unincorporated Lee County, the City 
of Bonita Springs, the Village of Estero 
and the Town of Fort Myers Beach will 
take place one day after the regularly 
scheduled collection day for the entire 
week, beginning May 27. This means 
that if your regular collection day is 
Monday, the collection truck will pick 
up that material on Tuesday. Tuesday’s 
regularly scheduled pickups will occur 
on Wednesday and so on, the rest 
of the week through Saturday. This 
schedule is in effect through Saturday, 

June 1. Regular collection schedules 
resume on Monday, June 3.

Lee County Solid Waste facilities 
and offices are closed on Monday, May 
27, in observance of the holiday. This 
includes the operation at the Household 
Chemical Waste Collection Facility, 
6441 Topaz Court, and the Resource 
Recovery Facility on Buckingham Road.

The Solid Waste Division urges all 
residents to recycle the plastic, metal 
and glass from Memorial Day weekend 
activities.

Lee County Utilities – The offices 
of Lee County Utilities will be closed 
on Monday, May 27, in observance of 
Memorial Day.

Parks & Recreation – Parks, pools 
and preserves remain open on Monday, 
but offices and recreation centers 
are closed Monday and will reopen 
Tuesday, May 28.

Libraries – All library locations will 
be closed on Monday, May 27. Each 
branch will resume regular operating 
hours on Tuesday, May 28.

Domestic Animal Services – Animal 
Services, 5600 Banner Drive, Fort 
Myers, will be open for regularly 
scheduled hours on Saturday, May 25, 
which is 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. for the Lost 
& Found Pet Center, and 10:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. for the Pet Adoption Center. 
Animal Services will be closed for the 
holiday on Monday, but will resume 
regular business hours on Tuesday, May 
28.

LeeTran – LeeTran will not run 
bus, trolley or paratransit service on 
the holiday, Monday, May 27. Service 
resumes Tuesday, May 28. Route 
schedules and maps can be referenced 
at www.rideleetran.com.

From page 1

ACT Gallery
something not only beautiful, but also 
thought-provoking.

Frazer, age 86, was born in 
Brooklyn, New York and attended 

the High School of Industrial Art in 
Manhattan. He began his career as 
an art teacher before becoming a first 
grade teacher for 38 years on Long 
Island. Frazer first exhibited his oil 
paintings in Queens College in 1977, 
then was forced into a decade’s long 
hiatus while he was a caregiver for his 
ailing wife. He has now revisited his 
lifelong passion via drawings, paintings 
and cartoons. It has also been a mission 
of his to keep the memory of the 
Holocaust alive via his art.

“Invoking one’s soul onto the canvas 
always presents a formidable challenge 
to me,” said Frazer.

You can support this agency by 
buying art from local artists, who give 
a percentage of proceeds to ACT 
shelters. The exhibits will be on view 
until July 1.

Arts for ACT Gallery is located at 
2265 First Street in downtown Fort 
Myers. For more information, visit 
www.artsforactgallery.com.
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Effortless Hurricane Protection for Your Home

Visit Our Showroom at 10831 Sunset Plaza Circle #107 Fort Myers FL 33908

Take Advantage of the Benefits of Aluminum & Vinyl
Impact Windows and Doors

• 99.9% UV Protection
• Noise Reduction
• 24/7 Security
• Energy Effi  cient

We Meet or Beat All Competitor's Written Estimates

239.267.5858
www.WindowsPlusLLC.com

Offi ce@WindowsPlusLLC.com

Impact Windows
3’x3’ Single Hung
Starting at $285

* does not include installation

CALL TODAY

FOR A FREE

ESTIMATE

CALL US
TODAY!

SCC131151273

American Legion 
Post Reaches 
Milestone

The American Legion is turning 
100, and Post 38 in downtown 
Fort Myers is celebrating a 

centennial of its own. The Rabe O. 
Wilkison Post, as it’s also known, was 
established on September 5, 1919, just 
months after the national organization 
formed in the wake of World War I. The 
post is planning several ways to mark 
the occasion, culminating in a visit from 
the Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall on 
September 7 and 8 at JetBlue Park.

“This is a legacy that honors all 
those who’ve served, and we’re proud 
to carry on the tradition that began 
when this post became the very first in 
all of southern Florida,” Post 38 Cmdr. 
Kevin Boyd said. “Part of the reason 
the American Legion exists is to extend 
the patriotism of our veterans into 
continued service to those who need it 
most, and this milestone is a testament 
to the perseverance and dedication of 
our members.”

The American Legion has more 
than 13,000 posts and over 2.2 million 
wartime veteran members around the 
world. Throughout its first century, the 
organization helped start the Veterans 
Administration, was instrumental in the 
creation of the GI Bill, led the way to 
create the U.S. Flag Code, and helped 
veterans receive benefits for illnesses 
related to their service.

Post 38 raises money to award 
scholarships to Southwest Florida 
children, helps veterans in need and 
supports several charitable endeavors 
in the community. It was named after 
Rabe O. Wilkison, an Immokalee native 
drafted into the Army in 1918. He 
volunteered for a World War I mission 
that a commanding officer warned 
would offer only a 1-in-100 chance of 
survival.

Wilkison nonetheless forged ahead 

and was killed on September 16, 1918 
in the battle at St. Mihiel in France. 
Less than two months later, the war 
was over. Wilkison was posthumously 
awarded the Purple Heart in 1963.

“He embodied the valor and 
bravery we all want in those sworn to 
protect us,” Boyd said. “That’s why 
it’s so important to commemorate this 
anniversary and make sure stories like 
his continue to be told.”

The names of more than 58,000 

who died or remain missing in the 
Vietnam War will be on display when 
the traveling wall comes to JetBlue 
Park. Sponsorship opportunities remain 
for those who want to help honor 
their sacrifice. To get involved, contact 
George Tice at post038.2vice@yahoo.
com or 738-0601, or Jim Squadrito at 
401-261-9096 or jrsquadrito@gmail.
com.

Visit www.centennial.legion.org 
to see some of the other ways the 
American Legion is marking its 100th 
anniversary.

Alico Road 
Closure Begins 
Next Week

The Alico Road Widening Project 
from Ben Hill-Griffin Parkway to 
Airport Haul Road requires the 

closure of Alico Road in the nighttime/
overnight while crews place drainage 
pipes across the road. 

The full roadway closure will begin 
at 7 p.m. and the road will reopen at 5 
a.m. on the following dates: 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, May 
31, June 1 and 2

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, June 7, 
8 and 9

Electronic message boards will 
be placed to inform motorists of the 
closure prior to the work.  

For more information about Lee 
Department of Transportation, visit 
www.leegov.com/dot.

The Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall�  photo by Maureen Welsh       
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SPORTS QUIZ
1.	Two pitchers in major-league history have compiled nine seasons of 40-plus saves. 

Name them. 
2.	When was the last time pitchers from the same team were the top two in leading a 

league in ERA for a season?
3.	How long was the Air Force football team’s streak of consecutive games in which 

they scored before Army ended it during the 2017 season?
4.	In 2018, DeMarcus Cousins recorded the 10th 40-point, 20-rebound, 10-assist 

game in NBA history. Which player accomplished this feat the most?
5.	Who played the most NHL games in New York Rangers history?
6.	Joe Gibbs Racing, in 2019, finished 1-2-3 at the Daytona 500. When was the last 

time a NASCAR team did that at this race?
7.	In 2019, tennis star Novak Djokovic broke a tie with two other players to become 

the winningest men’s singles champion at the Australian Open (seven times). With 
whom had he been tied?

ANSWERS

1. Trevor Hoffman and Mariano Rivera.  2. It was 2016, when Kyle Hendricks (2.13) and Jon 
Lester (2.44) of the Chicago Cubs led the N.L. in ERA.   3. It was 306 games (1992-2017).  
4. Wilt Chamberlain (six times).  5. Harry Howell, with 1,160 games (1952-69).  6. Hendrick 
Motorsports, in 1997.  7. Roger Federer and Roy Emerson.

Florida Sox 
Qualify For 
The World Series

Florida Sox 11U Travel Baseball 
Team will be in attendance this year 
at the prestige USSSA AA World 

Series Tournament in Destin, Florida. The 
USSSA AA World Series allows players to 
showcase their ability on the baseball field 
against teams from around the country. 
But, before the players hit the diamond, 
they need support from their community. 

The Florida Sox will be hosting two 
upcoming fundraisers:

Sunday, May 26 from 11 a.m. to 9 

p.m. – 3 Peppers Burrito, 6900 Daniels 
Parkway, in Fort Myers

Sunday, June 2 from 4 to 7 p.m – 
Spaghetti Dinner, Artichoke & Company, 
11920 Saradrienne Lane, in Bonita 
Springs. 

The Florida Sox would appreciate 
any donation from the community in 
efforts to send every team member to a 
once-in-a-lifetime tournament. This young 
team has proven to be champions on and 
off the field. Accumulating countless wins 
in area tournaments two to three times a 
month, these boys keep up their grades in 
school and demonstrate respect and good 
sportsmanship on and off the field.

For more information or to donate, 
contact Jennifer Miller at 289-3088 or 
jenifertm@hotmail.com

Florida Sox 11U Travel Baseball Team� photo provided       

Or consider not using any rat poisons at all.  
Instead, seal all entry points to your home.   

 Help SCCF Bring Back the Barn Owls

SCCF     
472-2329

sccf.org

Poisoned rats can kill the eagles, hawks, bobcats and owls that eat them.
Tell your pest control 
professional to NOT use 
these rat poisons:     
• brodifacoum
• bromailone
• difenacoum
• difethialone 

Beach Chamber 
Golf Tournament

The Fort Myers Beach Chamber of 
Commerce will hold its Swing into 
Summer Golf Tournament at

Spring Run Golf Club on Friday, June 
7. Registration is set to begin at 7:30 a.m., 
followed by a shotgun start at 8 a.m.

This event is open to the public. Cost 
is $350 to enter a team of four or $100 
to enter as an individual and be assigned 
to a team. Price includes a round of 18 
holes and a barbecue-style lunch, as well 

as opportunities to win raffle prizes and 
giveaways. Mulligans are $10.

Anyone may enter a team of four 
players, but space is limited. Trophies will 
be awarded for first, second and third place 
as well as for the individual who is closest 
to the pin and longest drive.

This event offers an array of 
sponsorship opportunities available. For 
more information and to register, call 454-
7500, drop by the FMB chamber office 
at 2450 Estero Boulevard in Fort Myers 
Beach office, visit www.fortmyersbeach.
org/events/swing-into-summer/?r= or 
email events@fmbchamber.com..

Season’s 
Greetings?

by Howard Prager

You’re probably 
reading this 
and thinking 

this is nuts – it’s 
almost summer. Yes, 
and that ultimate 
confluence of some 
sport season’s 
ending, others 
moving into high 
gear and drafts 

with eternal hope. The greetings are for 
seasons anew and seasons ending. What’s 
a sports fan to do?

If you’re not a die-hard hockey or 
basketball fan, or if your team is not in 
the playoffs, you’re probably not very 
interested in following the NBA Playoffs or 
Stanley Cup. Certainly the major television 
networks prefer a large market team with 
a huge following to be in the playoffs.

In the NBA, we have Toronto vs. 
Milwaukee and the winner faces Golden 
State, which just swept Portland. San 
Francisco is a pretty good market, but we 
don’t have any powerhouses from New 
York, Los Angeles or Chicago. And both 
series seems a bit regional: West Coast and 
Midwest. At least all the teams left have 
some exciting players and potential, and I 
can’t remember the last time Milwaukee or 
Toronto got this far. Good for them. 

Boston Bruins swept the Carolina 
Hurricanes based on the adage in hockey 
that a hot goalie will take you far. Tuuka 
Rask has been exceptional in net. Boston 
now awaits the winner of the San Jose 
Sharks vs. St. Louis Blues series, which 
would end with a St. Louis victory at press 
time last Tuesday or a Game 7 decider last 
Thursday. Will the Sharks and 39-year-old 
Joe Thornton finally hoist Lord Stanley’s 
Cup or will the Blues and Joe Binnington, 
their 25-year-old goalie, prevail? This 
bruising series will certainly give Boston an 
advantage. Again, none of these teams are 
in the big three market. 

Then there’s the drafts. I previously 
talked about the NFL draft and now teams 
are having pre-camps and bringing in 
undrafted free agents. Add New Orleans 
getting the first lottery pick  in the NBA. 
Hope springs eternal as everyone looks 
to find the magic formula for success. 
Of course, then there are some crazy 

stunts, like the Bears bringing in eight 
place kickers to try and find just one (after 
signing one earlier). College football has 
both their spring practices and signed 
commitments from prospects. So, even in 
the offseason, football is in “high gear.” 

The NBA draft is next. The draft is for 
the bottom dwelling teams to see who has 
the first chance to draft Zion Williamson, 
the consensus first rounder or Ja Morant 
the number 2 choice. As strong and as 
good as Williamson is, he did not lift a 
talented Duke team into the Final Four. 
How he will contribute with just one year 
of college experience is anyone’s guess.

Racing season is underway, with no 
chance of a triple-crown winner as both 
Country House and Maximum Security are 
not running the Preakness. And May ends 
up with a checker flag as the Indy 500 
comes racing down the tracks.

Brooks Koepka held on to win the 
PGA Championship at Bethpage Black in 
Long Island. There were a lot of people 
hoping Tiger Woods would continue his 
amazing comeback but that was not to 
be as Tiger didn’t even make the cut. 
Koepka did join Tiger as the only golfers 
to win the PGA Championship in back to 
back years, but Koepka is the first golfer 
to simultaneously hold back-to-back titles 
in two majors. Dustin Johnson became 
a crowd favorite on the back nine during 
Sunday’s final round as he got closer and 
closer to Koepka, but he ended up in 
second place, two shots behind Koepka. 
Koepka will defend his 2017 and 2018 
titles at the U.S. Open next month. Can 
he three-peat? 

Professional soccer is underway too 
with the WNBA and tennis close behind.

 Which leaves us to my first love, 
America’s pastime, baseball. I always see 
April as a thawing and shaking out. As 
May winds down, the weather gets better, 
batters heat up and races start to have 
some meaning. Who’s hot and who’s not. 
Tampa Bay and the Yankees are fighting 
for first place. The Cubs entered the 
season horribly, but as of this writing, have 
the best record in the NL. The Dodgers 
are looking strong again as are the Phillies 
in the NL, while the Astros and Twins lead 
their divisions in the AL. 

Howard Prager is the son-in-law of 
longtime columnist Ed Frank. Prager 
is a sports enthusiast from the Chicago 
area who also writes and blogs about 
leadership. Email comments or questions 
to press@islandsunnews.com.
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‘Ding’ Tarpon 
Tournament 
Breaks Records

The 8th annual “Ding” Darling & 
Doc Ford’s Tarpon Tournament, 
held on May 3, topped 

previous years’ fundraising efforts by 
netting $125,000 from tournament 
sponsorships, donations, and silent 
auction proceeds to benefit the JN 
“Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge.

The tournament also broke the 
record for fish caught, set in 2018. 
Anglers photo-recorded 88 tarpon 
catches this year, compared to as few as 
two and as many as 49 in the previous 
seven years.

“That’s a really impressive number 
of fish caught,” said Marty Harrity, co-
owner of Doc Ford’s Rum Bar & Grille. 
“We see that as a positive sign for the 
recovering health of our fishery.”

“Ding” Darling Wildlife Society-
Friends of the Refuge (DDWS) 
organizes the annual tournament with 
Doc Ford’s of Sanibel Island, Fort Myers 
Beach, and Captiva Island as the title 
sponsor. Tournament social events took 
place at the Fort Myers Beach location.

The 2019 tournament paid out 
$29,800 in prizes to five winning teams 
out of the 55 registered teams. Unlike 
the majority of fishing tournaments 
around the country, this tournament 
has, from its inception, returned 100 
percent of registration fees to the 
participants in prize winnings.

The first place prize of $13,400 
went to Team Dorado Boatworks 
-- including Capt. Eric Davis, with team 
members Seth Hayes and Randall 
Marsh – for catching seven fish total.

Second place Team YAM, led by 
captain Dave Holzhauer, won $7,450. 
In third place, Capt. Ozzie Lessinger’s 
Team RS Walsh Landscaping took 
home $4,470. Third-place winners 

Team Mabry Electric with Capt. Nick 
Fischer won $2,980; fourth-place 
winners Team Windows Plus/Maastricht 
Engineering with Capt. Pete Maastricht 
took home $1,490.

The award for female angler went to 
Sage Indendi from Team Doc Ford’s, 
senior angler to John McCabe from 
Team Castabout Charters, and amateur 
team to Team Windows Plus/Maastricht 
Engineering.

“Because all registration fees go to 
the awards purse, sponsorship partners 
are very important to this tournament,” 
said Birgie Miller, executive director of 
DDWS. “They pay the costs for putting 
on the tourney and contribute to the 
charity proceeds.”

To date, the tarpon tournament 
has raised nearly $575,000 for refuge 
water research, wildlife research and 
conservation education. “We can’t 
thank Doc Ford’s enough for their 
incredible show of support these past 
eight years,” said Miller. “They’ve 
already committed for the 2020 
tourney, which will take place next May, 
the date to be determined by choice of 
the winning team.”

“We are so grateful for this 
fundraiser, because not only does 
it add much-needed dollars to the 
refuge budget, it also supports our 
conservation mission,” said Supervisory 
Refuge Ranger Toni Westland. “Plus, 
it is an opportunity to remind anglers, 
both professional and amateur, 
about the importance of ethical and 
responsible fishing.”

For more information on the 
tournament and this year’s winners, 
visit www.dingdarlingtarpontourney.org.

Tournament sponsors for 2019 
include: Title Sponsor: Doc Ford’s Rum 
Bar & Grille; Starting Position: Nimrod; 
Champion Sponsor: Raiser’s Edge; 
Premier Sponsors: Mark and Gretchen 
Banks, Diversified Yacht Services Inc.; 
Presenting Sponsors: Captiva Diva, 
Custom Tees Now, Joseph M. Kelley 

Plumbing & Heating, Stockyards Brick 
& Timber; Platinum Sponsors: JJ 
Taylor Distributing Florida Inc., Law 
Office of Christopher G. Hill PC, Mabry 
Brothers Inc., “Let’s Take It Outside,” 
Organized Chaos, Suncoast Beverage 
Sales; Gold Sponsors: Congress 
Jewelers, Fort Myers Marine, Gulf 
Star Marina, The Historic Bait Box, 
Jensen’s Twin Palm Cottages & Marina, 
Law Office of Janet M. Strickland 
PA, Lee County Sports Development, 
Nautical Mile Magazine, On Island, 

RS Walsh Landscaping, Sanibel 
Captiva Community Bank, Whitney’s 
Bait & Tackle; Silver Sponsors: 50% 
Off Framing, Anisa Stewart Jewelry, 
Bailey’s General Store, Captiva Cruises, 
Florida Weekly, Bonita Bill’s Waterfront 
Café, Fort Myers Brewing Company, 
Freedom Boat Club, Holiday Water 
Sports, Island Inn, Island Sand Paper, 
Island Sun/The River Weekly News, 
Peter and Barbara Rogers, Semmer 
Electric, Tarpon Bay Explorers, Trophy 
Case of Fort Myers.

First place winners, Team Dorado Boatworks, received a check for $13,410. Pictured from 
left, DDWS staffers Lynnae Messina and Dot Voorhees, Doc Ford’s Joe Harrity, team member 
Seth Hayes, team captain Eric Davis, team member Randall Marsh, DDWS staffer Sierra 
Hoisington, Refuge Ranger Monica Scroggin and Doc Ford’s co-owner Marty Harrity.
� photo provided       

Team Mabry Electric with a catch� photo by David McCleaf VCB

Is your Estate Plan providing
you COMFORT, CONFIDENCE  

& CLARITY?

Attorneys at Law

Sheppard, Brett, Stewart,
herSch, KinSey & hill  p.a.

9100 College Pointe Court 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Phone 239.425.9383 
Fax 239.334.3965

www.sbshlaw.com

Craig R. Hersch
Florida Bar Board Certified Wills,  
Trusts & Estates Attorney, CPA

“Will Power” Columnist, The Island Sun

or a copy of one of our books,
visit estateprograms.com

For FREE 

Selecting who should serve as your trustee during your 

incapacity and, ultimately, after your passing is not as simple 

as you may think. Learn what characteristics to look for when 

choosing those who will handle the future of your estate.

Craig R. Hersch
Florida Bar Board Certifi ed Wills, Trusts & Estates Attorney, CPA

SELECTING YOUR TRUSTEE

online resources
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Law Week 
Awards Given 
By Bar Association

A police officer who feeds the 
homeless, a teacher who inspires 
her seventh grade students and 

a beloved judicial assistant were among 
the recipients at this year’s Lee County 
Bar Association (LCBA) Law Week 
Awards Luncheon. Bar President John 
Webb served as host as the organization 
honored exceptional accomplishments in 
law enforcement, law-related education 
and citizenship at the Sidney & Berne 
Davis Art Center on May 3.

Fort Myers Mayor Randy Henderson, 
Cape Coral Mayor Joe Coviello, Sanibel 
Mayor Kevin Ruane, State Attorney 
Amira Fox and several members of the 
state, circuit and county judiciaries were 
among the dignitaries in attendance. 
The ceremony was the culmination 
of the bar’s 26th annual Law Week, 
a series of activities that included free 
legal consultations for the public, a blood 
drive and a live display of appellate court 
proceedings for high school students.

“The purpose of the Law Week 
Awards Luncheon is to reserve a special 
day of celebration by the members of 
the Lee County legal community in 
appreciation for the dedication and 
commitment from our law enforcement 
officers, teachers and every citizen who 
promotes the idea of ‘equality and justice 
under law,’” said the Hon. Judge John 
Carlin, Law Week Committee chair.

Joanne Atkins, judicial assistant to 
Carlin since 1992, received the Liberty 
Bell Award, which goes each year to an 
outstanding member of the community 
and is the most prestigious honor the 
bar bestows. The Hon. Judge G. Keith 
Cary read a heartfelt letter Carlin wrote 
detailing Atkins’ work to support the 
application of justice, the development 
of Law Week and the community at 
large.

Fox presented Law Enforcement 
Officer of the Year awards to exemplary 
members of the Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Cape Coral, Fort Myers 
and Sanibel police departments. Cape 
Coral Police Officer Jonathan Duffy 

was recognized as Officer of the Year 
for going beyond the call of duty to 
care for the city’s homeless population. 
Sheriff deputies Ryan Lynn and Brian 
Walkowiak were honored for their heroic 
apprehension of an armed man. Fort 
Myers Police Lt. Roger Valdivia was 
recognized for his lengthy service to the 
department and contributions to the 
funeral of fallen officer Adam Jobbers-
Miller. Sanibel Police Officer Magdiel 
Bernier and Sgt. John Jakubowski 
received their awards for rescuing a 
drowning swimmer.

Jaclyn Baker, a civics teacher at 
Three Oaks Middle School, won the Dr. 
James A. Adams Lee County Teacher 
of the Year for Law-Related Education 
Award. She delivered a stirring speech 
about the challenges students overcome 
to connect in a lasting and meaningful 
way with the material they learn.

“The Law Week Awards recipients 
embody the intrinsic value of the rule 
of law in civil society,” said Lisa Poulin, 
executive director for the Lee County 
Bar Association. “They demonstrate 
the importance of cooperation and 
collaboration to a thriving community.”

Joanne Atkins and John Webb

Michael-Anthony Pica and Keith Grossman

Jonathan Duffy and Amira Fox 

From left, Eunice Gedeon, Jaclyn Baker and Shaina Zuppke

From left, Sanibel City Councilman Jason Maughan, Lee County Bar Association President 
Kelly Fayer and attorney Ita Neymotin

Cape Coral Mayor Joe Coviello and Sanibel Mayor Kevin Ruane� photos provided       
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Four Hospitals 
Earn Top Grades 
For Patient Safety

Patient safety is a top priority at Lee 
Health and, for the first time, all 
four of its adult acute care hospitals 

have earned the highest national marks 
for safe care. Cape Coral Hospital, 
Gulf Coast Medical Center, Healthpark 
Medical Center and Lee Memorial 
Hospital each were awarded “A” grades, 
the highest possible ranking, by The 
Leapfrog Group in its spring 2019 
Hospital Safety Grades.

“This recognition demonstrates the 
amazing work our doctors, advanced 
providers, nurses and support staff do 
to provide safe, compassionate care for 
patients at our hospitals. Leapfrog is a 
national leader in driving quality health 
care and we are proud to be honored for 
our commitment to patient safety. These 
are the highest collective hospital safety 
scores we have received from Leapfrog, 
and we’re excited to continue building on 
this success,” said Larry Antonucci, MD, 
MBA, Lee Health president and CEO.

Since 2000, The Leapfrog Group 
has promoted improved health care 
safety, quality and affordability in the 
United States through a commitment 
to transparency. The non-profit 
organization releases its hospital safety 
grades twice a year, rating hospitals on 
27 measures of safety data. Only 32 
percent of the approximately 2,500 
acute care hospitals Leapfrog graded 

received an “A.” To earn a top grade, 
hospitals must receive a raw score of at 
least 3.151.

Lee Health’s full report card is as 
follows:

Cape Coral Hospital, A, 3.3230 raw 
score, +0.005 score increase

Gulf Coast Medical Center, A, 3.4144 
raw score, +0.0612 score increase

Healthpark Medical Center, A, 3.1641 
raw score, +0.0368 score increase

Lee Memorial Hospital, A, 3.1982 
raw score, +0.0024 score increase

“These scores highlight our efforts 

to improve overall patient safety and 
empower staff to spot potentially 
dangerous situations, including hospital-
acquired infections. Each member of 
our team is responsible in some way for 
providing safe care, and these results 
show how their hard work and dedication 
have made a difference for our patients,” 
said Scott Kashman, Lee Health chief 
acute care officer. “We will continue 
to thrive as national leaders for the 
advancement of health and healing while 
delivering exceptional care and building 
relationships with our community.”

Leapfrog also publishes an annual 
list of the top children’s hospitals in the 
United States and has named Golisano 
Children’s Hospital of Southwest Florida 
one of the 10 best in the country for the 
past three years. To learn more about 
Leapfrog’s Spring 2019 Hospital Safety 
Grades, visit www.hospitalsafetygrade.
org.

Since the opening of the first hospital 
in 1916, Lee Health has been a health 
care leader in Southwest Florida, 
constantly evolving to meet the needs of 
the community. A non-profit, integrated 
health care services organization, Lee 
Health is committed to the well-being 
of every individual served, focused on 
healthy living and maintaining good 
health. Four acute care hospitals, two 
specialty hospitals, outpatient centers, 
walk-in medical centers, primary care 
and specialty physician practices and 
other services across the continuum of 
care are conveniently located throughout 
the community. Learn more at www.
leehealth.org.

Employees at Lee Health adult acute care hospitals� photo provided

Lee Health Now 
Offers 24/7 Virtual 
Care Service 

Lee County patients will no 
longer need to leave home when 
suffering from a minor injury or 

sickness. Lee Health, the largest health 
care provider in the county, recently 
launched Lee TeleHealth, a new 24/7 
virtual care service allowing a visit 
with a board-certified physician and 
advanced provider for treatment of a 
variety of health concerns.

The service, costing $49 per visit, is 
now available on demand via computer, 
smartphone or tablet. During the virtual 
visit, patients have the ability to interact 
with the doctor, via their device’s 
camera, to receive a diagnosis and, if 
necessary, a referral or prescription.

“Lee TeleHealth is a game changer 
for patients, especially those with 
hectic lives who might otherwise 
struggle to find time to make it to 
the doctor’s office. When it comes 
to minor sicknesses and injuries, 
Lee TeleHealth offers the luxury of 
no more waiting rooms, no more 
sitting in traffic during season and the 
option to see a doctor at a time that is 
convenient for you,” said Kris Fay, chief 
administrative officer of Lee Physician 
Group. “Telemedicine is transforming 
the way health care providers interact 
with patients, and we look forward to 

continue embracing new technology to 
provide the best possible care.”

Lee TeleHealth provides a great 
alternative for busy parents and 
professionals. If a more thorough 
examination is required, the physician 
will refer the patient to a Lee 
Convenient Care or Lee Physician 
Group doctor.

Patients using the telehealth service 
can seek treatment and receive a 
prescription for a variety of conditions, 
including:

Cold and flu
Sinus infections
Rashes
Pink eye
Headaches
Urinary tract infections
Allergies
Cough
Sprains and strains
Every visit is encrypted to protect 

private information, and patients can 
expect the same level of care they 
would receive in a traditional doctor’s 
office. For current Lee Health patients, 
telehealth visits are added to their 
health record to ensure continuity of 
care.

To download the app, visit the app 
store on your smartphone or tablet and 
search for “Lee TeleHealth.”

To access a virtual visit from your 
computer, visit www.leetelehealth.
org. After signing up, the patient’s 
information will be preloaded for every 
virtual visit. Lee TeleHealth does not 
accept insurance at this time.
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Doctor and Dietician

Shoulder 
Subluxation

by Ross Hauser, MD  
and Marion Hauser, MS, RD

The shoulder has a unique design 
allowing for tremendous mobility. 
Most of us can scratch our head, 

scratch an itch between our shoulder 
blades, and touch our back without 
pivoting anything but the shoulder. 
This same mobility, though, can make 
the shoulder more vulnerable to injury. 
The primary muscular support for the 
shoulder involves the rotator cuff muscles, 
the primary movers of the shoulder. 
Athletes like pitchers, gymnasts, tennis 
players, quarterbacks, swimmers and 
volleyball players are prone to chronic 
shoulder problems. Activities that involve 
a lot of lifting, or even a lot of computer 
usage, can aggravate the shoulder too. 
Does your shoulder have a crunching 
or grinding sensation or “pop out of 
joint?” That’s a sign the shoulder is 
subluxing because the connective tissues, 
ligaments and tendons are overstretched 
or degenerated. This causes joint 
instability which can lead to many painful 
conditions, including arthritis and tears of 
the labrum and rotator cuff. 

Rotator cuff strengthening exercises, 
specifically of the supraspinatus muscle, 
are a popular first-line, shoulder pain 
treatment, since the rotator cuff muscles 
help stabilize the shoulder and assist 
with movement. Unfortunately, these 
exercises don’t always cure pain and 
instability. Shoulder joint instability, and 

the conditions it leads to, are indicative 
of an underlying ligament and tendon 
injury or degeneration. Once these 
structures are stretched or loosened, 
no amount of exercise will strengthen 
the joint enough to permanently hold it 
in place. Degenerative conditions need 
regeneration. Thus, these instances 
require prolotherapy, a regenerative 
injection treatment to improve ligament 
and tendon integrity. Prolotherapy can 
involve a variety of proliferants that 
stimulate tissue repair, and can include 
a person’s own cells, such as PRP 
(platelet rich plasma) or even stem cells. 
Once the connective tissues have been 
repaired/regenerated, the shoulder 
strength, stability and function naturally 
return. 

This information is not intended to 
treat, cure or diagnose your condition. 
Caring Medical Regenerative Medicine 
Clinics has two locations: one in Oak 
Park, Illinois, and one in Fort Myers. 
It was established in 1991 by Ross 
Hauser, MD, and Marion Hauser, MS, 
RD. They can be reached at info@
caringmedical.com.

Chronic Pain 
Workshops

Lee Health will hold a free six-week 
workshop, entitled Chronic Pain 
Self-Management, at The Sanctuary 

Outpatient Center on Tuesdays beginning 
June 4 from 9 to 11:30 a.m.. The 
research-based program developed by 
Stanford University will help participants 
become empowered to improve their 
quality of life.

Learn how to more easily manage 
your medications; understand the benefits 
of exercise; manage symptoms of stress, 
pain and fatigue; and make smarter 
decisions related to healthy eating. 
Participants will also receive a copy of 
the book Living a Healthy Life with 
Chronic Pain.

The Sanctuary Outpatient Center is 
located at 8060 Colonial Center Drive 
in Fort Myers. Seating is limited and 
registration is required. Call 343-9264 for 
more information.

deaRPharmacist

Eggs Reduce 
The Risk Of Stroke

by Suzy Cohen, RPh

Dear Readers:
For years, 

folks have 
been afraid of eggs, 
and how they are 
“bad” for cholesterol 
and LDL. Long gone 
are the days where 
people drank them 
raw like Sylvester 
Stallone did in 

Rocky… and no I don’t recommend you 
do that. Rocky did that to build muscle 
mass, but so you know, the practice 
of eating raw eggs is about 120 years 
old. Today, some body builders use the 
liquid egg whites, to avoid salmonella 
contamination.

Today’s focus is on eggs and whether 
or not they raise risk of heart disease or 
stroke. The rationale is that eggs are high 
in cholesterol, and hypercholesterolemia 
increases stroke. So let’s explore that 
today, and see what the research claims.

One hard boiled egg contains 187 
milligrams (mg) of cholesterol. One 
scrambled egg has about 169 mg natural 
cholesterol.

Data accumulated from 
epidemiological studies suggests an 
inverse relationship… meaning the more 
eggs you eat the higher your risk for 
stroke. However, the evidence of the 
relationship is quite limited, and has not 
deterred me from eating them. Millions of 
people have, however, and are running 
scared from the egg.

There is brand new research out, and 
it was just published in the May 16, 2019 
issue of The Journal of the American 
College of Nutrition. The aim of the 
study was to determine the association 
of eggs (and cholesterol intake) with risk 
of stroke. It was conducted in 1,950 
middle-aged men from Finland. Neither 
egg consumption, nor cholesterol intake, 
was associated with stroke incidence. 
The gene that influences cholesterol 

metabolism (ApoE4) was accounted for. 
The lack of an association between eggs 
and stroke is great news for egg lovers.

There was a meta-analysis published 
in 2016, in the Journal of the American 
College of Nutrition. Scientists poured 
through seven different studies and 
compiled the statistics. Their findings 
while not a surprise to me, actually came 
as a shock to others. Let me just quote 
right out of the study so you can interpret 
it as you wish: Based on the results of this 
meta-analysis, consumption of up to one 
egg daily may contribute to a decreased 
risk of total stroke, and daily egg intake 
does not appear to be associated with risk 
of CHD.

In other words, the data reveals that 
eggs might lower risk of stroke, not raise 
them like everyone is telling you. I’m 54 
at the time of this writing, and so I can 
hear Sergeant Gomer Pyle in my head 
saying, “surprise, surprise!”

What’s so important here, and one of 
the messages that I am trying to give you, 
is to stop worrying so much about food. 
I think there is so much mental chatter 
going on in the heads of Americans. Eat 
this, and not that, this here is bad for 
you, bread might kill you, there’s caffeine 
in this, gluten in that, lactose in this and 
sugar in that. Just enjoy real food, eat 
wisely, avoid all chemicals and refined 
foods… and, unless you are vegan, go 
ahead and eat eggs.

This information is not intended to 
treat, cure or diagnose your condition. 
Suzy Cohen is the author of The 
24-Hour Pharmacist and is a registered 
pharmacist. To contact her, visit www.
SuzyCohen.com.

Overeaters 
Anonymous

If food is a problem for you, Overeaters 
Anonymous can help. Meetings 
are held in Room 132 at Sanibel 

Community Church on Tuesdays at 
5:30 p.m. and on Fridays at 4 p.m.

For more meeting information, visit 
www.southwestfloa.org.

Sanibel Community Church is 
located at 1740 Periwinkle Way.

Beautifulife:

Be Brave
by Kay Casperson

As we 
remember 
those who 

died in active military 
service this next 
week, the one thing 
that comes to mind 
for all of us is the 
fact that all of these 
individuals had one 
thing in common, 

they were brave. They were brave enough 
to put our country first and to sacrifice 
their own lives to defend it. They were 
brave as they left their homes to fight for 
what they believed in.

This next week is a week for us to 
appreciate and honor those that were 
brave but also to reflect upon our own 
bravery. Are you brave enough to step 

out of your comfort zone – to do things 
that are a challenge – to make things 
better? Are you brave enough to stand 
up for what you believe in no matter who 
is listening or watching? Are you brave 
enough to give something up to make 
room for something new or different? How 
brave are you?

Being brave does not come easily 
for some people. They may need 
encouragement and support from friends 
to get over the line of thinking about doing 
or saying something to actually making it 
happen, regardless of the consequences. 
Once you begin the journey of having the 
courage and being brave in the little things, 
you will start to feel better and stronger 
with all the important aspects of your life 
and the decisions you make.

I can’t express enough how powerful 
it is to be brave and to defy what others 
think you should be, say or do. When you 
look into your heart, you will know what 
is right and if you trust in the God-given 
courage you have to do the right thing, 

you will, and it will not only feel good, but 
it will continue to make you stronger as a 
person.

Words of affirmation are a powerful 
way to overcome your hesitation in doing 
or saying something that you think is 
right. I encourage you to take the time to 
apply these or any others that might push 
you down the road to a braver and more 
beautiful life.

Here are a few of my favorites:
I am brave and can overcome all 

obstacles by stepping out of my comfort 
zone.

I am brave and will do the right thing 
regardless of what others think or say.

I am brave and know that my decisions 
and actions will keep me moving forward 
in a positive direction.

Kay Casperson is a beauty and 
lifestyle expert, founder and CEO of 
Beautifulife by Kay Casperson. She 
owns resort spas on Sanibel and Captiva 
islands and manufactures beauty 
and lifestyle products sold across the 

country. To stay inspired, visit www.
kaycasperson.com or follow on social 
media @kaycasperson.

From page 1

Memorial Day
VA identification card or their DD214 
papers. 

In addition, Edison Ford is a Blue 
Star Museums member and offers free 
admission to active duty military in the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, 
Marines, National Guard and Reserve, 
U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned 
Corps and NOAA Commissioned Corps 
when presenting a Geneva Convention 
Common Access card (CAC), a DD Form 
1173 ID card (dependent ID) or a DD 
Form 1173-1 ID card. 

The site is open daily from 9 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m., located at 2350 McGregor 
Boulevard in Fort Myers. For more 
information, visit www.edisonford.org.
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Emergency. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  911
Lee County Sheriff’s Office. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  477-1200
Florida Marine Patrol . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  332-6966
Florida Highway Patrol. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  278-7100
Poison Control. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1-800-282-3171
HealthPark Medical Center. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1-800-936-5321
Ft. Myers Chamber of Commerce . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  332-3624
Foundation for Quality Childcare . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  425-2685
Fort Myers Beach Chamber of Commerce . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  454-7500
Fort Myers Beach Library. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  463-9691
Lakes Regional Library. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  533-4000
Lee County Chamber of Commerce . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  931-0931
Post Office. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1-800-275-8777
Visitor & Convention Bureau . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  338-3500
ARTS
Alliance for the Arts. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  939-2787
Arts For ACT Gallery & Studio. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  337-5050
Art League Of Fort Myers. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  275-3970
Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  481-4849
BIG ARTS. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  395-0900
Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  278-4422
Cultural Park Theatre. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  772-5862
Edison Festival of Light. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  334-2999
Florida Repertory Theatre at the Arcade. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  332-4488
Florida West Arts . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  948-4427
Fort Myers Harmonica Band . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 610-653-7940
Fort Myers Symphonic Mastersingers. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  288-2535
Gulf Coast Symphony. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  489-1800
Harmony Chorus, Charles Sutter, Pres. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  481-8059
Naples Philharmonic. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 239-597-1111
The Schoolhouse Theater . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  472-6862
SW Florida Symphony. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  418-0996
Theatre Conspiracy . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  936-3239
Young Artists Awards. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  574-9321
CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS
American Legion Post #38. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 239-332-1853
Angel Flight. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1-877-4AN-ANGEL
Animal Refuge Center . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  731-3535
American Business Women Association. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  357-6755
Audubon of SWFL . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  339-8046
Audubon Society. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  472-3156
Caloosahatchee Chapter DAR. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  482-1366
Caloosahatchee Folk Society. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  321-4620
Cape Chorale Barbershop Chorus. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1-855-425-3631
Cape Coral Stamp Club. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  542-9153
duPont Company Retirees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 454-1083
Edison Porcelain Artists. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  415-2484
Embroiderers Guild of America - Sea Grape Chapter. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 239-267-1990
FM UDC Chapter 2614 - United Daughters of the Confederacy. .  .  .  .  .  728-3743
Friendship Force Of SW FL. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  561-9164
Garden Club of Cape Coral. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 239-257-2654
Horticulture and Tea Society. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  472-8334
Horticultural Society. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  472-6940
Lee County Genealogical Society . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  549-9625
Lee Trust for Historic Preservation . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  939-7278
NARFE(National Active & Retired Federal Employees. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  482-6713
Navy Seabees Veterans of America. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  731-1901
Paradise Iowa Club of SWFL. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  667-1354
Sons of Confederate Veterans. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  332-2408
Southwest Florida Fencing Academy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  939-1338
Southwest Florida Music Association. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  561-2118
Kiwanis Fort Myers Beach. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 765-4254 or 454-8090
Kiwanis Fort Myers Edison. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  694-1056
Kiwanis Fort Myers South. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  691-1405
Iona-McGregor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  482-0869
Lions Club Fort Myers Beach. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  463-9738
Lions Club Fort Myers High Noon . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  466-4228
Lions Club Estero/South Fort Myers . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  898-1921
Notre Dame Club of Lee County . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  768-0417
Organ Transplant Recipients of SW Florida. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  247-3073
POLO Club of Lee County. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  477-4906
Rotary Club of Fort Myers . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  332-8158
Sanibel-Captiva Orchid Society. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  472-6940
United Way of Lee County. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  433-2000
United Way 211 Helpline (24 hour). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 211 or 433-3900
AREA ATTRACTIONS
Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  395-2233
Burrough’s Home. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  337-9505
Calusa Nature Center & Planetarium. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  275-3435
Edison & Ford Winter Estates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-7419
Fort Myers Skate Park . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  321-7558
Imaginarium Hands-On Museum & Aquarium. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  321-7420
JN “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  472-1100
Koreshan State Historic Site. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 239-992-0311
Langford Kingston Home. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 239-334-2550
Ostego Bay Foundation Marine Science Center. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  765-8101
Skatium. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  321-7510
Southwest Florida Historical Society. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  939-4044
Southwest Florida Museum of History. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  321-7430
True Tours. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  945-0405
To be listed in calling card email your information to: press@riverweekly.com

PETS OF THE WEEK photos provided

Lee County Domestic Animal Services

Pearl And Diva

Hello, my name is 
Pearl. I remind 
people of Petey 

from the Little Rascals 
with my one eye patch. 
I definitely have the 
personality to match. I 
am a 4-year-old female 
labrador retriever mix 
who recently went to 
the Fort Myers Miracle 
Baseball game with staff 
and volunteers. I wanted 
to play with every dog I saw – big or small. I 
think I am a lap dog… and will attempt to get all 
of my 80 pounds into your lap for cuddles. The 
LCDAS volunteers happen to think that is the best 
problem one could have. 

My adoption fee is $25.
Hi, I’m Diva. I am a 2-year-old female terrier 

mix who is anything but a diva. I am a very 
well-mannered gal with a petite size that will be 
great in any home. I also love to show off what 
I know. I will give you paw – first my right paw 
followed by my left. I get along well with other 
dogs and went to our recent Hooters and Hounds 

event where I was very 
tolerant of the very active 
young pups. Why have 
to train a puppy when 
you can adopt me already 
trained? Come see me 
today and let me strut my 
stuff for you.

My adoption fee is 
$25.

For the month of May, 
fees will be only $25 with 
an approved application 
and owners of the newly 
adopted pets will receive 
two free box-seat tickets 
to any 2019 Miracle home game. The adoption 
package includes spay or neuter, microchip, 
up-to-date vaccinations, county license and a 
10-day health guarantee. This is a $500 package. 
Volunteers and staff are waiting to introduce 
families to their new, furry friends. 

The shelter is open to the public Monday 
through Saturday at 5600 Banner Drive in 
Fort Myers. Adoptions are available 10:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday. For 
information, visit Lee County Domestic Animal 
Services at www.leegov.com/animalservices or 
call 533-7387.

Diva ID#: A712676
Pearl ID# A778720

PAWS Of Sanibel

Paris 

PAWS has a 6- to 12-month-old kitten at 
Coral Veterinary Clinic in Fort Myers. 
Paris was captured using a humane trap at 

Periwinkle Park. 
She weighs 6.5 lbs, has no microchip and 

appears to be in good health, just very frightened. 
She was given injections for Rabies and FVRCP, 
and tested negative for FIV/FeLV. She was spayed 
on Wednesday, May 22. If you recognize this 

kitten, or you would consider fostering or adopting 
her, call Pam at 472-4823.

PAWS Of Sanibel

Puff

PAWS is 
assisting 
a Sanibel 

resident in trying 
to find a good 
home for this 
5- to 6-year-old, 
beautiful, black, 
medium hair, 
spayed female 
kitty. She has 
a personality to 
match her looks. She is very sweet tempered. 
Consider adopting Puff, since her people are 
moving in with family for a while and individuals 
are allergic to cats and also have asthma. Call 
Pam at PAWS at 472-4823 to inquire or meet 
this lovely young lady.

PAWS Of Sanibel

Four Kittens 
And Momma

PAWS has five 
beautiful kittens 
up for adoption. 

Four are 9 weeks old, 
and their momma is 
only 7 to 12 months 
old. Momma has had 
her shots, combo-tested 
negative, treated for 
fleas, wormed and had 
spay surgery. 

The kittens, three 
females and one male, 
have had their first 
FVRCP immunization, wormed, treated for fleas 

and completely checked out by the vet. Take two 
kittens, if at all possible. It’s so important for them 
to have a companion when their people aren’t 
around to entertain them. There is very little 
additional work to care for two.

Call Pam at PAWS at 472-4823 to see these 
beautiful babies.

One of the kittens with 
momma 

Four kittens 

Puff

Paris, formerly Perry Winkle
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PUZZLES Answers on page 29
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Find At Least Six Differences Between Panels

SUDOKU
To play Sudoku: 
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 
1 through 9 (the same 
number cannot appear 
more than once in a 
row, column or 3x3 
box.) There is no 
guessing and no math 
involved, just logic.

answer on page 29

answer on page 30

Watermelon Fizz
5 cups watermelon 

(seeded and cubed)
honey, to taste
2 cups sparkling water
1 lemon, juiced
Fresh mint sprigs for 

garnish
Add watermelon, 

honey, and lemon juice 
to a blender and process 
until smooth. Strain puree 
through a fine sieve. Fill 
4 glasses with ice. Evenly 
distribute the strained juice 
into each glass. Top each 
glass with sparkling water 
and stir once. Garnish with 
fresh mint sprigs.

Watermelon Fizz� photo courtesy Fresh From Florida
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204-B Waldo Avenue, 
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

generator@jteelectricinc.com

Brady J. Rees
Generator and Service Expert

T | 239-368-9511
C | 239-980-1596

Lee, Collier, Hendry, 
Charlotte, Sarasota Counties

Lic.# EC-13002460

SERVICE • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • REMODEL 

Advertise on our
islandsunnews.com homepage.

For more information
Call 395-1213

My Stars ★★★★
FOR WEEK OF MAY 27, 2019

Aries (March 21 to April 19) An unexpected 
development could change the Arian’s perspective on 
a potential investment. Keep an open mind. Ignore the 
double talk and act only on the facts.

Taurus (April 20 to May 20) A surge of support 
helps you keep your long-standing commitment to 
colleagues who rely on you for guidance. Ignore any 
attempts to get you to ease up on your efforts.

Gemini (May 21 to June 20) Family continues to 
be the dominant factor, but career matters also take on 
new importance. You might even be able to combine 
elements of the two in some surprising, productive 
way.

Cancer (June 21 to July 22) A realistic view of a 
workplace or personal situation helps you deal with it 
more constructively once you know where the truth 
lies. Reserve the weekend for someone special.

Leo (July 23 to August 22) As much as you Leos 
or Leonas might be intrigued by the “sunny” prospects 
touted for a potential investment, be careful that you 
don’t allow the glare to blind you to its essential details.

Virgo (August 23 to September 22) A friend’s 
problem brings out the Virgo’s nurturing nature in full 
force. However, don’t go it alone. Allow others to pitch 
in and help share the responsibilities you’ve assumed.

Libra (September 23 to October 22) A business 
decision might need to be put off until a colleague’s 
personal matter is resolved. Use this time to work on 
another business matter that you’ve been anxious to 
get to.

Scorpio (October 23 to November 21) 
Relationships (personal or professional) might appear 
to be stalled because of details that keep cropping up 
and that need tending to. Be patient. A path begins to 
clear soon.

Sagittarius (November 22 to December 21) A 
promotion could cause resentment among envious 
colleagues. But others recognize how hard you worked 
to earn it, and will be there to support you if you need 
them. 

Capricorn (December 22 to January 19) Handling 
a delicate personal matter needs both your wisdom and 
your warmth. Expect some setbacks, but stay with it. 
The outcome will more than justify your efforts.

CONSTRUCTION/REMODELINGFINANCIAL SERVICES  

THE RIGHT INVESTMENTS IN YOUR IRA CAN

MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

To learn about the benefits of an 
Edward Jones IRA, call or visit today.

www.edwardjones.com	 Member SIPC

To learn about the benefits of an
Edward Jones IRA, call or visit today.

THE RIGHT INVESTMENTS IN YOUR IRA CAN

MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Jennifer L Basey
Financial Advisor
.

1952-2 Park Meadows Dr
Ft Myers, FL 33907
239-437-5900

Jennifer L Basey
Financial Advisor
42 Barkley Circle, Suite 1
Fort Myers, FL 33907 
239-931-4543
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CGC1517615
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A BBB Accredited
Business with an +A Rating 
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Licensed, insured, workers compensation 
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239-910-3256
info@treewestfl@gmail.com
www.treewestflorida.com
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“Tell A   Friend”
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• 24/7
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Portal

• Real-Time
Reporting

Craig Shelby JR.
239.271.8071

firstresponsehomewatch.com
fiRsTResponsehomewaTch@gmail.com insuRed & bonded

• concierge
service

• &	more!

HOME WATCH



Aquarius (January 20 to February 
18) Resist the temptation to cut corners 
just because time is short. Best to move 
ahead step by step so you don’t overlook 
anything that might later create time-
wasting complications.

Pisces (February 19 to March 20) 
Use the good will you recently earned 
with that well-received project to pitch 
your ideas for a new project. Expect 
some tough competition, though, from 
an unlikely source.

Born This Week: Your love of family 
extends beyond your personal life to 
include others to whom you generously 
extend your care and affection.

• On May 30, 1911, the inaugural 
Indianapolis 500 is run at the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway in Indiana. The 2½-mile 
track had been rebuilt with 3 million 
street-paving bricks after a crushed rock-
and-tar surface was abandoned in 1909 
due to fatalities caused by unevenness.

• On June 2, 1924, with Congress’ 
passage of the Indian Citizenship Act, 
the United States confers citizenship 
on all Native Americans born within its 
territorial limits. Before the Civil War, 
citizenship was often limited to Native 
Americans of one-half or less Indian 
blood.

• On May 31, 1930, actor Clint 
Eastwood, best known for his role as San 
Francisco Police Inspector “Dirty” Harry 
Callahan, is born in California. Eastwood 
got his start playing Rowdy Yates in the 
popular TV Western series Rawhide.

• On May 27, 1941, the British navy 
sinks the German battleship Bismarck in 

the North Atlantic near France, where 
it fled because it was leaking fuel. The 
German death toll was more than 2,000. 
Three days earlier, the Bismarck had sunk 
the British battlecruiser Hood.

• On May 28, 1957, National League 
owners vote unanimously to allow the 
New York Giants and Brooklyn Dodgers 
to move to San Francisco and Los 
Angeles, respectively, on the condition 
that both teams had to move.

• On June 1, 1968, Helen Keller 
dies in Connecticut at the age of 87. 
Blind and deaf from infancy, Keller 
circumvented her disabilities to become 
a world-renowned writer and lecturer. 
Her teacher, Anne Sullivan, taught Keller 
sign language at age 6 by using a hand 
alphabet.

• On May 29, 2003, some 35 
U.S. states declare it to be Bob Hope 
Day when the iconic comedic actor 
and entertainer turns 100 years old. 
Hollywood officials renamed the famous 
intersection of Hollywood and Vine as 
Bob Hope Square.

• It was Russian-born composer Igor 
Stravinsky who made the following sage 
observation: “Silence will save me from 
being wrong (and foolish), but it will also 
deprive me of the possibility of being 
right.”

• You might be surprised to learn that 
a male lion can mate up to 50 times in 
one day.

• Before the iconic reclining armchair 
was dubbed “La-Z-Boy,” the names “Sit-
N-Snooze,” “Slack Back” and “Comfort 
Carrier” were considered. 

• A researcher calculated that across 
the country of Great Britain, the weight 
of all the insects that are eaten by 
spiders in a year would be more than the 
combined weight of all the people who 
live there.

• A 22-year-old man who was trying 
to board a flight in Cairo, Egypt, bound 
for Saudi Arabia was stopped by security 
officers when the X-ray of his hand 
luggage showed some strange results. It 
seems that the man was attempting to 
transport 250 baby crocodiles and – wait 
for it – a live cobra. (Animal lovers will be 
pleased to learn that the creatures were 
not harmed; they were turned over to the 
Cairo zoo.)

• Those who study such things say 
that automatic teller machines are three 
times more likely to be robbed between 6 
and 9 p.m. than at any other time of day.

• According to horse-racing 
regulations, no racehorse’s name can 
have more than 18 characters – anything 
longer would be cumbersome on racing 
sheets.

• In some parts of Europe, red roses 
are considered to be omens of evil. 
Seeing the petals fall from a red rose is a 
portent of death.

“The moral test of government is how 
that government treats those who are in 
the dawn of life, the children; those who 
are in the twilight of life, the elderly; and 
those who are in the shadows of life – the 
sick, the needy and the handicapped.” 

– Hubert Horatio Humphrey
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KING CROSSWORDSUPER CROSSWORD MAGIC MAZE SUDOKU

PUZZLE ANSWERS

TRIVIA TEST 

1. Cleveland Indians 2. John F. Kennedy 
3. Pancreas  4. John Young 5. Oahu 
 6. The Mod Squad 7. Justify 8. New 
Orleans  9. Marriage or commitment  
10. Camel.

TRIVIA ANSWERS 

1.	 Movies: What was the name 
of the team in the movie Major 
League? 

2.	 U.S. Presidents: Who was the 
first president to be born in the 
20th century? 

3.	 Anatomy: In the human body, 
where are the islets of Langerhans 
located?

4.	 History: Who commanded the 
first space shuttle into space?

5.	 Geography: On which Hawaiian 
island is Pearl Harbor located?

6.	 Television: What tagline 
described this 1960s cop drama 
as “one white, one black and one 
blonde”?

7.	 General Knowledge: What was 
the name of the horse that won 
the Triple Crown in 2018?

8.	 Music: Where was the house in 
The House of the Rising Sun 
located?

9.	 Psychology: What is gamophobia 
a fear of?

10.	Advertising: Which popular 
brand of cigarettes was named 
after an animal?

MOMENTS IN TIME

STRANGE BUT TRUE

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

SUNDAY
Sunny

High: 88 Low: 71

TUESDAY
Sunny

High: 89 Low: 72

THURSDAY
Sunny

High: 89 Low: 72

Day High Low High Low
Fri 4:26 pm None None None
Sat 9:21 am 12:41 am 5:28 pm 11:11 am
Sun 9:44 am 1:35 am 6:52 pm 1:23 pm
Mon 10:08 am 2:26 am 8:32 pm 3:03 pm
Tue 10:30 am 3:12 am 10:02 pm 4:13 pm
Wed 10:51 am 3:53 am 11:17 pm 5:05 pm
Thu 11:11 am 4:28 am None 5:49 pm

Day High Low High Low
Fri 6:37 am 10:51 am 4:49 pm None
Sat 7:30 am 12:48 am 6:00 pm 11:38 am
Sun 8:18 am 1:50 am 7:17 pm 1:45 pm
Mon 9:00 am 2:42 am 8:24 pm 2:59 pm
Tue 9:41 am 3:24 am 9:24 pm 3:54 pm
Wed 10:21 am 4:00 am 10:28 pm 4:45 pm
Thu 11:00 am 4:34 am 11:33 pm 5:35 pm

Day High Low High Low
Fri 3:31 pm None None None
Sat 8:26 am 12:43 am 4:33 pm 11:13 am
Sun 8:49 am 1:37 am 5:57 pm 1:25 pm
Mon 9:13 am 2:28 am 7:37 pm 3:05 pm
Tue 9:35 am 3:14 am 9:07 pm 4:15 pm
Wed 9:56 am 3:55 am 10:22 pm 5:07 pm
Thu 10:16 am 4:30 am 11:26 pm 5:51 pm

Day High Low High Low
Fri 6:36 pm 3:04 am None None
Sat 11:31 am 3:57 am 7:38 pm 2:27 pm
Sun 11:54 am 4:51 am 9:02 pm 4:39 pm
Mon 12:18 pm 5:42 am 10:42 pm 6:19 pm
Tue 12:40 pm 6:28 am None 7:29 pm
Wed 12:12 am 7:09 am 1:01 pm 8:21 pm
Thu 1:27 am 7:44 am 1:21 pm 9:05 pm

WEDNESDAY
Sunny

High: 87 Low: 74

MONDAY
Sunny

High: 87 Low: 74

SATURDAY
Sunny

High: 86 Low: 73

FRIDAY
Sunny

High: 89 Low: 76

Island Sun Weather Outlook May 24, 2019
7-Day Local Forecast

Cape Coral Bridge Tides Redfish Pass Tides Point Ybel Tides Punta Rassa Tides
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CLASSIFIED 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ www.islandsunnews.com ★ PLACE CLASSIFIED ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

To advertise in the
Island Sun and The 
River Weekly News

Call 395-1213

SCRAMBLERS 

2 WOOD FINISH
OFFICE DESKS

Good condition
Best offer

Call or text 239-851-3506
5/10 ☼ TFN

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

JERRY’S FOODS 
SERVERS & BARISTAS

Part Time Evening And Weekend Front 
End Associates Needed. Looking for 

energetic, personable, and fun 
individuals, with open availability 

Monday through Sunday. 
If interested call and ask for

John, Norm Sarah 472-9300.
1700 Periwinkle Way

5/6 ☼ TFN

ROGER NODRUFF ELECTRIC
Dock Lighting, affordable LED conversion. 

FPE panel replacement, Landscape 
Lighting. Generator Sizing, etc, etc, etc.

Call or text Roger 239-707-7203
State License #13002788

4/20 ☼ TFN

SERVICES OFFERED

Complete Landscaping Services
& Weekly Lawn Service

New Client Special 10% OFF 
your Mulch Installation, 
Landscaping Project, 

or Tree Trimming Project. 
239-896-6789 

4/13 ☼ TFN

HELP WANTED

OFFICE MANAGER / CLIENT
CARE COORDINATOR

Friendly, Caring, Enthusiastic,individual 
with Organizational and computer skills.

Must be able to schedule patients, 
schedule and lead meetings. Assist in 

marketing including social media, 
writing newsletters, meeting with referral 
sources, keep statistics and be involved 
in Human Resources. At private Physical 

Therapy office on Sanibel. 
Email applications to 

Jolsen4922@gmail.com
5/17 ☼ 5/24

COMMERCIAL RENTAL

COMMERCIAL UNIT 
FOR RENT

East End of Sanibel in Punta Ybel Plaza. 
Perfect for Office or Small Retail.

Call Dee at 472-0121, leave a message.  
7/13 ☼ TFN

VACATION RENTAL

2427 Periwinkle Way 
Sanibel, FL 33957 

Local: (239) 472-6385
Toll Free: (800) 472-5385

Fax: (239) 472-5858
www. cottages-to-castles.com

1/26 ☼ TFN

Island Vacations
Of Sanibel & Captiva

Million $ Views Await You!
• Cottages • Condos • Homes •
Miles of Beaches & Bike Paths

239-472-7277
1-888-451-7277

1/4 ☼TFN

COMMERCIAL RENTAL

WONDERFUL RENTAL 
IN POPULAR 

LOCATION ON SANIBEL

2 Rooms, Bathroom, 
Approx. 1,000 sq. feet. 

This was Molnar Electric’s old office. 
Call Judy at 239-851-4073.

8/5 ☼ TFN

OFFICE SPACE 
IN DESIRABLE 

TREE TOPS CENTER
1101 Periwinkle Way. Conveniently located 
very close to causeway! Approx. 700 sq. ft. 
w/reception area and 1/2 bath. Call Mike at 

970-476-9204 or email pazzos@vail.net
11/30 ☼ TFN

OPEN HOUSE
1339 Tahiti Drive, Sanibel Island
Saturday, May 25, 1p.m.-3p.m.

239-207-6731
Don’t miss this last open

house of the season!
5/24 ☼ 5/24

REAL ESTATE ANNUAL RENTAL

SANIBEL ISLAND
ANNUAL RENTALS

2/1 on Main Street $1,800
2/2 on Sandpebble $2,000

Dogs okay.
Call or text Bridgit @ 239.728.1920

11/9 ☼ TFN

ANNUAL RENTAL

472-6747
Serving The Islands Rental Needs Since 1975

Gulf Beach Properties, Inc.
5/17 ☼ TFN

SANIBEL
Waterfront – 3/2+ den, dock, Direct access. 

$2,950/mo. Gorgeous, Custom home.
This 2 BR/2 BA piling home,

Updated. Large parcel,
detached Pool. UF.

Includes pool & yard care. $2,500/mo.

ALTERATIONS BY HAZELLA
Reliable and Experienced

Reasonable Prices
Pick Up & Delivery Available

239-472-8655
12/28 ☼ TFN

SCARNATO LAWN SERVICE
Lawn Service, Shrubs and Tree Trimming 
Weeding, Installation of Plants, Trees and 
Mulch (one month free service available)

Joe Scarnato (239) 849-6163
scarnatolawn@aol.com

1/25 ☼ TFN

SERVICES OFFERED

Opioid Response 
Program Grants

The Health Resources and Services 
Administration’s (HRSA) Federal 
Office of Rural Health Policy 

recently awarded $24 million to 40 
states for the second round of Rural 
Communities Opioid Response Program 
(RCORP) planning grants. Florida will 
receive two awards totaling $400,000 
for one year to formalize partnerships 
with local stakeholders, conduct needs 
assessments, and develop plans to 
implement and sustain substance use 
disorder (SUD), including opioid use 
disorder (OUD), prevention, treatment 
and recovery interventions.

“RCORP-Planning is part of a 
multi-year initiative by HRSA to support 
treatment for and prevention of SUD/
OUD,” said HRSA Administrator George 
Sigounas, MS, PhD. “The goal is to 
reduce the morbidity and mortality of the 
diseases in high-risk rural communities.”

For fiscal year 2019, in addition to 
the RCORP-Planning awards, HRSA 

anticipates awarding 75 RCORP-
Implementation grants and 11 RCORP-
MAT Expansion grants that will focus on 
enhancing SUD/OUD service delivery in 
rural communities. Additionally, HRSA 
is awarding four cooperative agreements 
to include one for evaluation activities, 
and three rural centers of excellence 
on substance use disorders. All RCORP 
grantees, including the current RCORP-
Planning recipients, are supported by the 
RCORP-Technical Assistance cooperative 
agreement, which was awarded in FY18.

Current fiscal year 2018 RCORP-
Planning award recipients have built 
broad, multisector consortia to identify 
and address a wide range of needs in 
their communities, including school-
based prevention, recovery support 
services and referral systems for SUD/
OUD treatment.

“Rural communities continue to face 
several challenges in accessing SUD/
OUD prevention, treatment and recovery 
services,” said Tom Morris, associate 
administrator for the Federal Office of 
Rural Health Policy. “Over half of rural 
counties nationwide lack a provider who 

is waivered to prescribe buprenorphine 
and, on average, rural opioid users 
are more likely to be uninsured, less 
educated and lower income than their 
urban counterparts.”

Rural communities also face 
workforce shortages, geographic 
barriers, limited treatment infrastructure 
and stigma associated with SUD/OUD.

To review a complete list of all 
grant recipients, visit www.hrsa.gov/
rural-health/rcorp/planning/awards.

To learn more about how HRSA is 
addressing the opioid epidemic, visit 
www.hrsa.gov/opioids.

Safe Boating 
Saves Lives

With National Safe Boating week 
and the release of the 2018 
Boating Accident Statistical 

Report, the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) is 
encouraging boaters to focus on simple, 
effective steps that make boating safer.

Though Florida’s boating season 
never really ends, Memorial Day 
weekend marks the traditional start 
nationwide and is a great opportunity to 
focus on safety. With nearly one million 
registered boats in the state, people 
safely enjoy boating every day. However, 
each year, FWC officers respond to 
tragic and preventable boating accidents.

Boaters can safely enjoy their time on 
the water by taking the following safety 
precautions, including:

Wearing a life jacket.
Using an engine cut-off switch 

lanyard.
Designating a sober boat operator.
Paying attention and keeping a 

proper lookout.
Having an emergency locator beacon.
Filing a float plan.
Taking a boating safety class.
“Inattention of the boat operator 

continues to be the leading cause of 
boating accidents, according to our 
statistical report,” Rowe said. “It is 
critical for operators to be aware of what 
is going on around them.”

The report also indicates there were 
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Top 10 Real Estate Sales

Courtesy of Royal Shell Real Estate

Subdivision City Year Built Square Footage Listing Price   Selling Price   Days On Market

Dinkins Bayou Sanibel 1994 3,446 $2,374,000 $2,174,000 22

Sanctuary At Wulfert Sanibel 2018 3,652 $1,849,000 $1,800,000 137

Oakbrook Estero 2007 5,100 $1,425,000 $1,325,000 457

Little Hickory Shores Bonita Springs 2002 3,845 $1,295,000 $1,125,000 285

Intracoastal Harbour Fort Myers 2001 2,923 $1,249,000 $1,205,000 33

Dunes At Sanibel Island Sanibel 1984 3,165 $1,189,000 $1,075,000 63

Carolands Bonita Springs 1987 3,083 $1,050,000 $1,010,000 436

Herons Landings I Sanibel 1993 2,414 $999,000 $920,000 154

Cape Harbour Cape Coral 2013 2,545 $998,000 $998,000 109

Sunset Trace Estero 2001 3,357 $995,000 $970,000 1

628 accidents last year, down from 766 
in 2017.

“Our officers are committed to 
keeping people as safe as possible, but 
we need boaters’ help,” said Maj. Rob 
Rowe, leader of the FWC’s Boating and 
Waterways Section. “We want boaters to 
understand that most boating accidents 
are preventable.”

The FWC is responsible for reviewing, 
analyzing and compiling boating accident 
data for the state. Its statistical report 
details boating accidents and their 
causes. The theme of accident-related 
messages from FWC staff is clear: 
Officers want to help keep Florida’s 
beautiful waterways a safe place to boat.

To report people who are boating 
dangerously, call 888-404-FWCC (3922) 
or text tip@myfwc.com. For more 
information, visit www.myfwc.com/
boating. For a copy of the 2018 Boating 
Accident Statistical Report, visit www.
myfwc.com/boating and select “Safety & 
Education” and “Boating Accidents.”

LCEC Employees 
Pay It Forward

Lee County Electric Cooperative 
(LCEC) employees are tracking 
volunteer hours for the company’s 

Pay It Forward Program, designed to 
encourage volunteerism and give back 
to their favorite qualifying nonprofit 
organization. Employees can earn 
donation dollars which are awarded to 
a 501(c)3 charity of choice. To receive 
donation dollars, employees must 
volunteer at least 50 hours. Once an 
employee hits 50 hours, he or she can 
designate an organization to receive a 
$50 donation on behalf of the employee. 

Several employees volunteered more 
than 500 hours each year and two 
employees logged over 1,000 in 2018. 
Those who reach the 500 Club or 
1,000 Club are entered into a drawing 
for $500 or $100 respectively for their 
charity of choice.

Since the launch of Pay It Forward 
in March 2016, employees have logged 
nearly 21,000 volunteer hours and 
raised more than $9,000 for their 
favorite charities.

Are You Ready  
For Storm Season?

Lee County Electric Cooperative 
(LCEC) is ready for storm season. 
Between maintaining the electric 

system and improving upon restoration 
planning year-round, all LCEC employees 
are ready to jump into action if and when 
the time comes. 

Keep the following in mind when 
making your plans:

Make an emergency plan and share with 
family. 

Know your risk for wind, rain and floor. 

Know your evacuation zone. 
Put together a disaster supply kit. Visit 

www.ready.gov for planning tips. 
Have a backup source of power ready 

for anyone requiring life-support equipment. 
Get your finances in order. 
Strengthen your home and trim 

vegetation. If you cannot safely trim 
vegetation on your own, contact a licensed 
professional. 

Help family, neighbors and coworkers 
plan. 

Remind everyone you know to stay 
away from downed power lines. 

For more information on preparing for 
storm season, download a copy of LCEC’s 
Hurricane Guide at www.lcec.net.

Hortoons
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YOUR DREAM HOME AWAITS

www.AliciaRobyn.com
(239) 263-1001 • 1395 3rd Street South, Naples

#thefunrealtors
Bob the Cat not included

Alicia Robyn, Realtor®

239-898-3501
Alicia@wrgifl.com

Debra Blumenschein, Realtor®

515-460-3152
Deb@WaterfrontRealtyGroup.com

LELY RESORT OF NAPLES

OLDE NAPLES

LEHIGH ACRES

RIVERSTONE OF NAPLES

RIVERSTONE OF NAPLES

FOXFIRE GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

ROYAL HARBOR

OLDE NAPLES

Beautiful Lake View 
7013 Kiwi Place
3+den/4 bath

Bob the cat was at 
the cubs game on 
closing day.

Steps to the beach
1330 Murex Drive
3 bed/2 bath

Income Property 
Private double lot
5102 Anita Avenue N. 
3 bed/2 bath

Model quality without the hassle!
3348 Atlantic Circle
3 bed/4 bath

Water view
3166 Saginaw Bay Drive
6+bed/5bath

27 Hole Arthur Hills Course
219 Fox Glen Drive #1105

Brand New 100 Foot Seawall
Direct Access to Gulf of Mexico
2140 Shad Court
4 bed/3 bath

4 Blocks to 5th Avenue
755 1st Avenue N.

$879,777  MLS #218081262

$1,795,777 MLS #219002859

$229,777  MLS #219019488

$825,777 MLS #218039918

$669,777 MLS #219025413

$129,777  MLS #19016000

$2,599,777 MLS #218080236

$1,795,777  MLS #19022870

PRICE ADJUSTMENT

PRICE ADJUSTMENT

PRICE ADJUSTMENT

NEW

PRICE ADJUSTMENT
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